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[he Mississippi Librany
Association Insurance
Committee, chaired hy
Richard Greene, presented
their report on insurance
o the Executive Board in
March, As a result. the
Executive Board voted to
offer protessional liability
insurance as an optional
benetit to Mississippi
Library Asscciation mem-

bers who are practicing

librarians. The Insurance,

provided through Myron F. Steves &
Company, will cost parficipating librarians
340 per year. This is an excellent price for
professional liability insurance

he policy provides errors and omis-
sions insurance for claims for damages
arising out of a member’s duties as a
librarian or library educator, including all
defense costs, The occurrence giving
rise to such claims is simply defined as an
event that results in damages to some
ather person.

The policy also provides for reim-
bursement of attorney fees in a broad
range ol situations, such as criminal
charges, allegations of sexual misconduct,
aclions :"'»'-::I|'-f-i|'|t:r dismissal., revocation of
cerfiication, and other professional rights
and duties. The insurance alsa provides
lor payment of premium an bail bands

I he polioy will pay up to $1.000 000
per insured per occurrence/ $3.000,000
per occurrence, plus the cost ol defense,
investigation and legal fees.

One special policy feature is that as
long as the librarian or library educator is
within the scope of his/her professional
duties, the policy covers liability for injury
to students and others while the educator
s conducting visits to industrial and com-

Rhonda Tvnes

mercial establishments,
enfertainment cenfers,
oufings, picnics and other
similar school functions.
This policy broadly covers
|ih|'.-=|r'!,.' activities such as
peer review, reference
services, and personne
actions. The policy will
also provide liabifity insur
ance for the furnishing of

food in connection with
trips. picnics, parties, and
similar evenis.

After this lengthy description, vou are
probably wondering if | am selling insur
ance for Myron F. Steves & Company or
if | am getting a percentage of the premi-
ums. The answer is no, but as a veteran
school librarian, | fully realize the liabili-
fies educators face each day when they
walk on campus. The school board and
administrators have liability insurance 1o
cover them, but not me. The same illus
tration applies to public and academic
librarians.

For $40 per vear. | could go out to
edt twice, or buy two boaks, ar a pair of
shoes on sale, or,..protect myselt with
professional liability insurance. The cost
of the insurance averages 1 1€ per day
You can't qet cotfee [ =|"'._I||.:'-[_] &lsel
that cheap. You will find more informa-
fion about the insurance at the annual
conference in October.

The theme for the Mississippi Library
Association's annual conference this year
is “Great Accomplishments., Greater
Future.” Vice President Henry Ledet and
his conference commitiees have been
nard at work planning a series of out-
standing programs for the conference.
Mark your calendar for October 18-20
and make vour plans to attend now.
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Distance Learning: A New Spin
on Traditional Library Services

By Mary H. Hamilton
Electronic Services Librarian
The University of Southern Mississippi

mary. hamiftoni@usm. eduy

Distance learning is not a recent
development in education, In fact, the
first distance education instructors in the
United States began conducting classes
during the late 19th century via the postal
service. Since the advent of these corre
spondence courses, classes have been
delivered to students using the most inno-
vative technology available trom radio to
television to video recordings to satellite
up-links. Today, courses are delivered
through a variety of media including
audic transmission and CD-KOM as well
as through correspondence. The majoring
of distance learning courses are now
taught using two-way interactive video
(IVM) and asynchronous [net real time)
Internet courses, According to the 1997-
YE Mational Center for Education Statis-
tics repart, 54% of post-secondary educa-
tion institutions offered instruction using
two-way inferactive video (IVN] and 58%
offered asvnchronous Internet courses
An arficle appearing in the “Information
Technology” column from the January 7,
2000 issue of The Chronicle of Higher
Education reported 1.6 million students
were enrolled in 54,000 distance educa-
tion courses in 1998 °

APPEAL OF
DISTANCE LEARNING

Why has the distance education stu-
dent population grown?  Why is distance
learning attractive to these students?
Some students are place-bound, either by
geography or by physical disability.
Learning al a distance allows these indi-
viduals an opportunity o receive an edu-
cation without having to travel to a cam-

pus.  ther distance education students
work full-time. By taking an online
course, these students are able to work
their class into their existing schedule,
Another addition 1o the distance educa-
tion student population is the “traditional”
Manv traditional studenis are
now registering for online courses from

student.

ather institutions to supplement their pro-
gram of study. These raditional students
are also registering for online courses
from their own institution for scheduling
canvenience.

Ihe development and rapid growth of
the Internet has impacted the growth of
distance education fremendously, As stat
ed earlier, a majority of colleges and uni-
versities are offering Internet courses, with
B2% planning to expand their online
course offerings in the next three years.’

Are librany services a part of the educa
tional experience of the 1.6 million dis-
tance education students? With such easy
access to information, even on-campus
students and instructors, who assume that
all of their research needs can be found on
the Internet, ohlten overlock the library
What are libraries doing to make their
materials accessible lo off-campus users?
This article will tocus on the guide
and standards for providing library services
o off-campus students and the innovative
services being implemented, including
those in the state of Mississinni.

ines

GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS
In 1998, the Association of College
and Research Libraries [ACRL) approved
a revised version of the "ACRL Guide
lines for Distance Learning Librany Ser-
vices.” The quidelines also include
ACREL's definition of distance learning
library services: Distance learning library
services refers to those library services in
support of callege, universitg, or ather

post-secandary courses and programs
offered away from a main campus, or in
the absence of a traditional campus, and
reqardiess of where credit is given. These
courses may be taught in traditional or
non-fraditional formats or media, may o
may not require physical facilities, and
may or may not involyve live inferaction of
teachers and students., The phrase is
inclusive of courses in all post-secondary
programs designated as: extension,
extended, off-campus, extended campus,
distance, distributed, open, flexible, fran-
chising, virtual, synchronous, or asyn
chronous.”

l'he ACKRL Guidelines are divided into
several sections: management, finances,
personnel, facilities, resources, services
and documentation. These areas are
interrelated in any library sefting, but this
article will focus specifically on library ser-
vices for distance education students
ACEL views eleven library services as
essential for distance learners:

e reference assistance;

* computer-based bibliographic and
informational services;

* reliable. rapid, secure access fo instifu
tional and other networks including
the Internet;

* consultation services;

* 5 program of library user instruction
designed to instill independent and
effective information literacy skills:

* assistance with non-print media and
equipment;

* reciprocal or contfractual borrowing, or
interlibrary loan services using broad-
est application of fair use ol capyright:
ed materials;

* prompt document delivery such as a
courier systermn and/or electronic
Iransrmission.

®* access to reserve materials in accor-
dance with copyright lair use policies;
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* adequate service hours for optimum
ACCess Dy users;

* promation of library services 1o the
distance learning community, includ
ing documented and updated policies,
requlations and procedures for sys-
tematic development, and manage
ment ot information resources.

The Southern Association of Colleges
and Schoals {SACS), a regional accredit-
ing organization in the southeastern Unit-
ed States, included *Library/ Learning
Resources for Distance Learning Activi-
ties” in the 1998 Criwria for Accredita-
tion.  These guidelines are more open-
ended than the ACEL guidelines, but do
clearly state, “an institution must ensure
the provision of, and ready access to, ade-
quate librarny/ learning resources and ser-
vices to support the courses, programs
and degrees offered.™ Access to elec-
tronic “information” as well as books and
other materials are mentioned in the
SACS criteria

In a publication entitled Qualify on the
Line: Benchmarks for Success in Inter-
net-Based Distance Education. the Insti-
tute for Higher Education Policy provides
twenty-lour benchmarks., Two of the
benchmarks deal directly with library ser-
vices:

(1) Students have access to sufficient
library resources that may include a
wirlual library’ accessible through the
Warld Wide Web: and

(2] students are provided with hands-on
training and information to aid them in
securing material through electronic
databases, interlibrary loans, govern-
ment archives, news archives, and
other sources.”

COOPERATIVE EFFORTS

The Southern Regional Electronic
Campus (SEEC) is a cooperative effor
between 16 states offering 3,200 elec-
tranic courses from over 250 instifutions.
Six universities in Mississippi are mem-
vers of the Southern Regional Education
Board's Electronic Campus (SREC),

which is a division of the Southern
Regional Education Beard [SRER).
Founded in 1948, SREB collects data
and compiles reports oan the educational
environment in the 16 member states.
“The Principles of Good Practice,” adopt-
ed by the SREC, state that each institution
is responsible for providing “reasonable
and adequate access to student services
and resources.” Although this document
does not use the term library, many of the
guidelines would apply 1o library services.

In early fall, an amendment to the
“Principles” entitled “Principles for Elec-
tronfc Campus Library Services”™ will be
Alsa, the SREC web page link
to library services provides access to
GALILED, Georgia's Online Learning
Library, for any student who is registered
for Internet courses through a SREC insti-

available

fLTIon.

INNOVATIVE SERVICES

The ACRL Guidelines state that
“members of the distance learning com-
munity are enlitled to library services and
resources equivalent to those provided for
students and faculty in fraditional campus
seftings.”  Most librarians would agree
with this in principle, but many might
voice the opinion that the statement is nol
practical. The following section will
showcase library initiatives that are
attemnpting to provide “equivalent” ser-
vices 1o students at a distance.

FLORIDA DISTANCE LEARNING
LIBRARY INITIATIVE (FDLLI)
http://dlis.dos.state tl.us /dlli
The Florida Distance Learning Library

Initiative, a statewide project established in

1997, received $2 million in funding.

The FDLLI is a collaborative effort of the
State Board of Community Colleges, the
Board of Regents, and the public libraries
of Florida through cooperation with the
State Library of Florida, Students regis-
tered for distance education classes at ane
of 73 public and private universities, col-
leges or communily colleges are eligible
for services. |he services are divided into

five components: electronic access to
over B0 FirstSearch databases is made
available; document delivery hetween
250 participating academic, public, and
school libraries; a recipracal borrowing
agreement between the 28 community
colleges and 10 public universities; user
training via online tutorials and cus-
fomized Web quides for individual cours-
es; and the Reference and Referral Center
(RCC). Four librarians and several part-
time graduate assistants stalf the Refer
ence and Referral Center (RCC). Housed
at the University of South Florida, the
RCC is the heart and soul of the FDLLI,
lending a personal touch to the services
for students and faculty, The RCC may
be contacted via email, real-time chat, or
toll free phone call. Through the RCC,
students can obtain assistance with refer
ence questions; locating articles and
books; and using online resources such
as electronic catalogs and databases. The
REL stall alse develops the online tutori-
als and course Web pages.

ONLINE TUTORIALS
Hesource Discovery Network
(RDN) http: /" www.vis. rdn.ac.uk/

lhe Resource Discovery Network was
created by the UK Office for Library and
Infarmation Networking {(University of
Bath) and King's College, London. Cur-
rently, eleven discipline-specific tutorials
are available at the RDN site including
social work, history, law, and psychology
Acadermnics and librarians with a specialty
in the subject area have created the tutori-
als that include a list of recommended
Wehsites, a section about critically evalu-
ating electronic resources, and interactive
exercises. Each tutorial takes less than an
hour to complete. The RDN plans to add
27 more tutorials by Spring 2001,

Texas Information
Literacy Tutorial (TILT)
http:/ tilt lib.utsystem.edu

TILT, developed by the University of
lexas Systemm Digital Library, s an online
interactive futorial to introduce undergrad-
uate students ta research sources and




Vol. 64, No. 3, Fall 2000

Mississippi Libraries

skills,  The tutorial is divided into three

A0-minute modules: (1) selecting — how

to find and choose sources; [2) searching

how to construct and combine searches
in library databases and on the Internet;
and (3} evaluating — how to determine the
credibility of sources and how ta cite
online resources. [ he four main con-
cepts the TILT developers are trying to

“get across” 1o students are:

*  The Internet is a collaberative informa-
tion space, not managed by any one
qroup.

* The Internet, the Web, and browsers
are all different things.

*  Searching the Internet effectively 1akes
a little know-how.

* | ofs of useful information is not (and
may never be) in elecirenic farmat.

REAL-TIME ONLINE
REFERENCE SERVICE

http:/ Awww ., csus.edus csuslibr/
services/ deal/ instant. htm

hitp:/ Awwwe liberty.edu/ resources/
library/ edp/ index. himl

hitp:/ S www_plattsburgh.edu/acadvp/
libinto/ library/ iref.hitml

hitp:/ Swww. cord.edu/ depl/ referenc,/
icg. htm

nitpe/ Awwew 1 morrisville.edu / library/
tall. html

Many libraries do not have the person-
nel with the computer expertise 1o design
interactive tutorials or the $2 million nec-
essary to fund a project as comprehensive
as the FDLLL but a number of libraries
have taken advantage of free programs
that can he easily downloaded from the
Internet. With programs such as AOL
Instant Messenger and 1C0Q) (| Seek You),
libraries are providing real-time reference
services to off-campus patrons. These
programs allow patrons immediate access
to a librarian. Some sites include hours
of service for the online reference desk.

Mississippi Electronic
Library Online (MELQO)
hitp:/ /www.colin.cc.ms.us /veclib/

In March 2000, the Mississippi Elec-
tronic Library Online (MELOQ), a subjec
guide to recommended online resources
MELO, a cooperative
effort of fifteen COMMLNiny and unior cal-

was unvenlled

leges, was created by a committee of
three community college librarians to
help meet the research needs of distance
learners enrolled in Mississippi communi-
ty and junior colleges. Unline tutorials for
using Web resources should be compler-
ed this fall and added to the MELO web-
site,

Programs such as the Florida Distance
Learning Library Initiative and the Missis-
sippi Electronic Library Online exemplify

SERVICE...Is All We Sell
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the type of cooperation that is needed 10
yrovide distance learners with necessary

library services

CONCLUSION

Only time will tell if distance education
courses delivered via the Web and VN
are here ta stay. What is certain, howev
er, is that as long as courses are conduct-
ed using these technologies, the students
i these courses deserve access to library
Services,
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Introducing the PLATO
Web Learning Network

By John Super
Corporate Vice FPresident,
Strategic Initiatives
PLATO Learning, Inc.

JSUPER@plato, com

Imagine your library as an electronic
learning center. Patrons can pick from a
wide variety of basic-tovadvanced educa
tional courses to improve their reading,
writing, mathematics, job, or life skills,
Perhaps they want fo go to college ar
prepare tor a college entrance exam,
study for their GED, learn fo read, or sim-
ply improve their skills 10 win a job pro-
mation or satishy & personal drive. Enrall-
ment will be a snap for you, the librarian.
Simply select the desired course and
direct the patron to assign his/her pass-
word., Once enrolled, palrons have the
flexibility to complete their studies fram
wherever they want — at computers in the
library or at home, work, schoaol, or any:
where else a computer is located. Best of
all, you are not taking on new fasks and
will not have 1o spend time accounting for
use, or ooking for missing components,
as everything is handled electronically
over the [nfernet.

Sound futuristic?
now as the Mississippi Library Commis-
sion and Tive model libraries have begun
testing the PLATO Web Learning Net-
work, This exciting new system is bring-
ing the world’s largest collection of aca-

Well the future is

demic computer-based nstructional cur-
ricula to Mississippi libraries beginning
this fall. Proven in schools and colleges
worldwide, PLATO learning resources
benefit over 1.000,000 learners each
vear,

“Traditionally,” said Kyle Hall,
PLATO Learning's representative in Mis-
sissippi, “PLATO s installed in school
computer laboratories. classrooms, o

media centers.” Originally developed tor
young adults and adults, PLATO is
among the world's leaders in providing
effective computer-based instructional
resources for middle, high school, and
adull learners. Hall continued, "We offer
a full curriculum spanning skill levels
from grade two through the second vear
of college, and all PLATO instruction is
built around real-life and job-related
examples ent choice for the
Mississippi libraries.”

It is an excel

SUPPORTS EDUCATIONAL
INITIATIVES

According o John Pritchard, Execu-
five Director. Mississippi Library Commis-
sian, the opporfunity to lake this major
step is the result of two recent develop-
“First, Mississippi Library Com-
mission has spearheaded the investment
in a frame relay network that makes high-
speed Internet access available for virtual-
[ his net

ments,

ly all the libraries in the state,
work has created the necessary communi-
cations infrastructure to support delivery
of mare complex software, such as
PLATO, over the Internet.
independent evaluation of PLATO Learn
ing resources by the First Regional
Library demaonstrated a potentially power-
ful new way for libraries to support a
number of important educational initia-
tives within communities.”

The First Regional Library demonstra-
tion project was launched in the fall of
1999 when Jim Anderson, Director of
the First Regional Library, entered into
contract with PLATO Learning for the
purchase of 150 sile licenses to be
shared among the membership of the
MNorth Mississippi Literacy Alliance. Sub-
sequently, First Regional Library received
grant monies from the Assisi Foundation
of Memphis, the Phil Hardin Foundation,

Second, an

and a LSTA grant awarded by the Missis-
sippi Library Commission.  This money,
along with money raised by others in the
Alliance, has been used to meet the finan-
cial obligations of the contract.

LITERACY INTERESTS

“We purchased 61 licenses 1o be used
by patrons who visited our thirteen
hranches,” said Catherine Mathan, Assis-
tant Directar for Public Services for the
First Regional Library. "It is a sobering
reality fo think that nearly 1 in 3 adulis in
Mississippi over the age ol 16 are func-
tioning at Level 1 literacy. Qur five-coun-

ny area struggles with these illiteracy prob-
lems, so we wanted to establish a quality
resource tor helping our patrons improve
their skills. PLATO has cerfainly proven
to be that quality resource we were look-
ing for,”

Mathan believes instructional content
can play an important rele in library ser-
vices. "PLATO has hecome the ABE and
GED study courseware of choice for sey-
eral of our Morth Mississippi Literacy
Alliance partners. We saw the Depot
Library at the Bolivar County Librarny Sys-
temm, a facility dedicated to aller-school
tutoring and literacy efforts, become an
early and enthusiastic partner in NMLA.
They are currently serving more than 70
registered PLATO users on a regular
hasis. Others, such as our DeSoto, Tate,
Tunica and Lafavette County Literacy
Councils, have also used PLATO with
SUCCRSS.

Mathan alse menfioned the success of
the Grenada League for Aduli Develop-
ment (GLAD). *Cindy Heimbach, a
GLAD instructor, tells us that they have
had 46 PLATO users study a total of 385
hours. PLATO has allowed students 1o
take more control of their learning, and it

molivates their students. So far, four stu-
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dents have passed the GED, Cindy also
students enjoy PLATO" and

tarward 1o e oanline ver

tells us the
are lookin
'-\..I_l

-""llll:i-ll'l :lfil.'-. CETESS SOITE
however, about reaching thi large num
vers of patrons who can henefit fram 1
Ders af palrons Wit Cca Sretit 1Irem I

e e fa = w Ry o | i
prograr As First Regional libhrarians
i ;
nave surveved [ratrons and users. ey
that nat

e} St 1T & ||.'| Vel

again
Er -..~;_||'| people in their five-county service
"We have

developed posters and flyers, received

area koow ghout PLATO

MW sSRApRer I':'-.-':":.-Hl' i :_:-":|I|-' el 56 |||,|::_
visits, and have talked at service clubs.
But we still teel our patrons do nat know

| like to

think when all the libraries have access,

aboul our learning services

and we can reach oul more eltectively ta

i 'J--ZIFEHI!LZLL'. '::||ul:-|-_ Ll |||.-':-'*- AT

QL INTEFMST Services, we wi |'!I"..:" ) 5S¢

a big increase in users

STATEWIDE PLAN
It is building an effective statewide dis
tribution and promotion plan, as well as
creating a workable delivery system, that
the Mississippi Library Commission and

five model libraries are working on today.

Rama Vishwanatham is project directar

Working with Benton County Library
Elizabeth Jones Library, Jackson-Hinds
Library System, Pearl River County
Library System, and .l.-lf'l'li'lll._H'I:'l.' Hegicna
|_i|!l-|"-,- Systern. Vishwanatharm is sfriving
to meel a fall release. “Abhove all Flee we
want the PLATO Web |..I.'-I"|Iilll:_: Network
o be easy to use for both our library staff
and patrons,” Vishwanatham explained
"Our model libraries are already enrolling
students and monitoring results.  Each
Monday, we conduct a telephone confer-
ence call to review the last week, discyss
outstanding issues, and present new
ideas. A lot of good ideas are l.l.l"'iI|I| 8]
the surtace and the team s very enthusi
astic about what this can mean for il the

-

libraries across the stabe

PLATO SITE LIBRARIES

tach of the five partic pating lioraries
was selected based upon submission of
an application far participation that
detailed how they would use PLATO 10
enhance or establish new services far
their communities., Theze applications

point to powertul new ideas for libraries 1o
assume strong literacy leadership in their
communities

.r":".l H-."'.fl:-ll 'f_.|:||,|||'l.l' L.I}.'-F-.I""..' "-:uf_,'-1Ii'-||'|_
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Vialiveda Smith, Literacy Program O

c-ardiinador at Elfizabeth fones Librang, Grenada, M) sinsingl, afendding

7 P gy il ] . ] Ty = - 3
e fraining session beld an duly V3 S000 for the fve pasticiealing sifes
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Sue Polt, Director, sees a strong role
supporting students as they seek college
admission or GED diplomas, “The addi-
lion ot this program will provide the raals
for better fest scores, more preparedness
in the learning arena. and better qualifica-
tons for future leaders.” Polf wrot
"PLATO [will] be anather learning tool ta
aid students in the guest tor knowledge
The end result should be a better commu
nily, county, and state.”  Pofl adds that

Seg s5€e5 I"*I'.ll‘:l"' AT AT el s,

PErsonme
ocal lteracy personnel, the Department
of Human Services, and law enforcerment
agencies working together with clients 1o
:Il_h EVE SUCCESS

Marion Francis of the Jackson/Hinds
Library Sustem emphasized the role the
program will play in helping students
[ [ ||i|"-'-:_'

college admission, “In prepara-

Hon tor college and graduation,” wrote

Francis, e PLATO program would
assist students in mastering curricula that
would be needed fo [urther education
FLATO is also used in the Jackson Pub-
:iE ;“';-'. |Il.l-:l|"- '-.-'.|I i || =.||.=||'|_'--. A nartt |-'-h||:_"|
with the Jackson/} lirids i__||||._|"|._' ”'.'Il__"1||‘""
We :I'i.'l that we can coordinate ifs use
with schools,”

Pearl River County Library System
has designated Margaret Reed Crosby
Memaorial Library as its maodel project
Susan Cassagne, fechnology coordinator
believes the PLATO Web Learning Net-
work can be used to establish a sustain

River

The program will focus on pro-

ahle literar i |‘||’:'::_l-'f||: Ty F\'“|.'..||
Launty
viding just-in-time services for literao
groups, alternative education, GED pro-
grams, and high schoals

Valinda Smith

Loordinator at Elizabeth Jones Library s

Literacy Program

familiar with PLATO because of the Firsf
Heaional Library program, which began
in 1999 Based upon her experience
Smith highlighted how the library could
“Lacal employ
ees who work during the daytime hours

enhance their services,

do not have access to the Adult F-:|I|| o=

tion Center computer lab. Access to
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FLATO at the Elizabeth Janes | ':|'|F-.!"._.-
will enable local citizens who wark dur-
ng the weekday to come 1o the library
on Saturdays fo use PLATO to enhance
their reading, writing, math, emplovabili-
ty. or ather needed skills.™ Smith added,
because several of the local plants run
24 hours a day, night shift workers will
also benefit from access during the after-
naon hours

I'he final participant, Tombighee
Regional Library System, sees a number
Mary
Helen Waggoner wrote, "To help com-
bat the high unempldyment rate in Clay
County (6.4%, approximately 2.000),
high school diplomas and job skills are
needed for a trained worklorce. PLATO
will be added as a tutorial to help those
students...PLATO will add to our ser-

ol ways to enhance their services

vices to the home schooled and their par
ents.. [and] we have already talked with
representatives from the [local schools]
about the availability and logistics of
bringing small classes to the librany.”

In September, the ideas, experiences,
and recommendations of the five model
libraries will be documented and the Mis-
sissipp Library Commission will begin 1o
prepare for the statewide rollout.  John
Pritchard of MLC expects a number of
good ideas from the five will bubble ta the
top and be available to help guide new
participants. Further, he expects, as the
program grows and blossoms, that a sig-
nificant number of citizens will gain an
opportunity to achieve their dreams by
learning new skills with the help ot their

local public libran,.

JUST-IN-TIME LEARNING
“We envision cur libraries as a critical

resource for patron learning,” sald
Hritchard,

n

I'he development of the frame
relay backhone introduced a new level of
access that apens the doors of our libraries
to the world. Qur relationship with
PLATO is a logical next step as it brings
1 our libraries dramatic new wavs for pro
viding just-in-fime learning for all patrons,
Tagether, these two technologies are a big
step in ensuring Mississippi libraries are
doing their part to help the state address
critical education and training needs.”

In this new millennium, it is the tusion
at the Internet and the proven perfor-
mance of PLATO computer-based
instruction that is creating an exciting new
generation of resources for Mississippl

ibraries!

ﬁaie Sour /fﬁragf a Ps’//ar 0
svccess with Af‘f—'ﬁﬂ.
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SUCCESS, finds ammitovisnivgiba

automation lets vou enhance learning for all vour parrons
with easy access to the wadest range of marerials. A
rave reviews thanks to irs easy installaton and mainrenance
s well as s powertul fearures like wcon-hased Visual Search
and essential lnternet opions, Let

Athena, backed by WETI brush's Lop-
rated support, help vou succeed

Arnd vour I,?iil.'l:!-'ll:'- Wi |!|I|."|-'l:'.
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Home Schooling and the Public Librarian

By Paul Cartwright
Director
Copiah-Jdefferson Regional Library
whiieaniel b, ms. s
Home school education in Copiah
and lefferson counties has risen by fifty
percent since 1995, We expect that {i'é'
ure to rise even more due to an increase
in private school fees and greater
parenfal choice in educational access.
particularly in Copiakh County.  Already
in this yvear of 2000 there has been a
shitt in population toward the Wesson
Public School systemn fram area private
school enrollment that has been attribut
ed to fee increases that, in a rural area
ke Copiah County, are not practical for

many family incomes,

In teday's rural county and private
school sefting, many families are opting
to teach their children at home with reli-
gious or ethnic-based curricula, The pub-
lic librarian has the task of providing
access fo information to support these
particular curricula. This is accomplished
in the library branches of Copiah-Jeffes
son Regional Library {CIRL) by the fal-
lowing types of services: reference, read-
er's advisory, inferlibrary loan, online cat-
alog and Internet access, and a new ser-

the PLATO Web Learning

vice called

Metwork

SERVING THE HOME SCHOOLED
At the Hazlehurst, Crystal Springs,
Fayette, and Wessan branches, the library
reference stalf serves library users who
nome school their children. Qur users
are of every ethnic group and religicus
persuasion, reflecting a national trend to
provide individual curricula that supports
both the standard curriculum found in ira
ditional school settings and also cus-
tomized curricula to support personal
belief systems, ethnic and cultural pra

tices that are especially impartant to their
| "

1

with special physical or medical needs are

family heritage and traditions. C ren

also found in home schooling situations.

REFERENCE INTERVIEW
lo provide customized services, our
staff takes time to visit with our home
n a brief reference
We learn

froem this interview the type ol home

school library user

interview to determine needs

school curriculum that we will need to
sUpport
(o locate materials from hranch lirary

Each week the library staff helps

shelves to support the individual lesson

[Hans Because the home schoal families

need a great variety of materials, this can

L . i
L2 '1.I'-.|;|-:|I &L .;I-Cl-:'||||:, s

he a challenge
well as leisure redding neads, We aiso
:IIII"-'I'Lli.' reader s advisory services 1o out
offsetting
Qur library has

"h|]l?".i[t .'I”'._.' I:fl.'l.'l'.-:l|:|_'L| i= jUveEnie Co |

users when suppiementing o

academic requirements.

tions, bath fiction and non-ficiion. fo S
port large circulation demands and gener-
al usage by students participating in home

schaoaoling

ILL SERVICES

Interlibrary and intralibrary loan ser-
vices between the branches and other
regional libraries also provide support to
the home school programs. Intralibran
loan hetween the branches is very heavily
used 1o fill the home school curriculum
needs In several cases, the curriculum
requires materials on a specific topic that
cur local library branches do not own.
Interlibrary loan of these materials takes a
little longer and requires prior planning
an the part of the parents. Guidelines are
made -fl"-'=|i:-:11"|i.' (4] ||'It'||'| w0 That '|_'-:...:_'*-\.|'-.

can be made in a fimely fashion.

INTERNET ACCESS

Of particular importance to both the

library and the home school teacher is

Mark Your Calendar

October 11-13, 2000 ............ SELA Annual Conference, Jekyll Island, GA

October 18-20, 2000 ........... Mississippi Library Association, Jackson, MS
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The Inter
net can be used as a significant teaching

online access to information

resource and is a dvnamic tool in devel-
oping the learning goals and objectives of
Home

school parents can access the county s

a tamily-planned curriculum,

regional online catalog via the Internet.
They often have their material requests
prepared even befare they arrive ar the
library.

COMPUTER-RELATED
RESOURCES

In addition, home school students can
access the online catalog from their
nomes for other services, including the
many databases available through MAG-
NOLIA (Mississippi Alliance for Ciaining
New Opportunities Through Library
Information Access). the statewide con-
sortium which is funded by the Mississip-
pi Legislature and which provides anline
databases far publicly funded K-12
schools, public libraries, community col-
eqge libraries, and university libraries in
Mississippl. When students and their par-
ertts visit our libraries, our sialf assists with
searches and provides bibliographic
instruction in the use of the many
databases available through MAGNOLIA

Vol. 64, No. 3, Fall 2000

Parents can access it on our computers to
find research materials that enhance their
And due to the
grants available through the Gates Foun-

al=-nome curricuium.

dation, our library can provide other com-
puter-related resources. Offen home
school families come 1o the librany fo use
the Microsolt software programs for both

school and leisure activities.

PLATO

Finally, a new and very impaortani
resource for the home-schooled child is
the PLATO Web Learning Network tha
will soon be available to public libraries
across Mississippi. PLATO will help
some home school families with testing
and perhaps pre-testing for many aca-
These fests will be avail-
able to library users who register at the
library. The tests are paced according to
the needs of the home school parent and
child. Of the CIRL home school families,
the vast majority will use PLATO soft-
ware, while some may not, due to the

demic subjects.

religious nature of their home curriculum

ABOUT HOME SCHOOLING
There are many excellent online
resources to assist parents in making the

decision to home school. These Web
sites provide answers regarding Mississip-
pi laws related to the education of children
at home and what parents need to do 1o
get started.  Other resources, such as text-
books and activities for all grades, are also
Support groups abound for
nome schoaling parents and can answer
those trequently asked questions,

featured.

HOMESCHOOLING
ONLINE RESOURCES

nttp:/ homeschoolceniral .com
htto: </ eho org,/ states. him

-'5:||-"-'.-'| I'H"f'l|.3".|'~"|'-'I':_.]1' netd homeschool .
findit/

hito: /A wwa homestead
e S childu.com

http: /' / homeschooling.about.cam.

education/ primse

nitp:/ / waw, gomilpitas. com./

homeschooling

avallciole upon request,

170 Hembres Pook Drives
P, Box 428

Roswell, GA J007F7-0008
lalephone 770-4423-5490

Acy Bl Oppaniunity Emzlover

a LERTIFIED LIBRARY BINDERY

OUR SERVICE IS
UNSURPASSED

Bincling periodicals cnd rebinding
books 'n quality bindings is owur
business, cnd has been since 1912

Less expensive Adhesive Type Bindings

FAX 770-442-0183

National Library Bindery Co. of Ga., Inc.

We take pride that our workmenship,
materials and service are among
the best in the industry,
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Great Accomplishments,
Greater Future

October 18-20, 2000
Crowne Plaza Downtown

Jackson, Mississippi
Preliminary MLA Conference Program

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2000

8:000 a.m.

5:00 p.m. REGISTRATION

B:00) a.m.

9:00 a.m. MLA BOARD MEETING

Rhonda Tunes, President

9:00 a.m. - 10:000 a.m. LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Frances | IIIl.'llulI L Nalr

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

a4 I"'\. | ] e T | I

s Wadls

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR THE BOOK
AUTHORS' PRESENTATIONS

¢ Louisa Dixon author of Clusiae Chance ang Mextd i Lase Chang

# Sr. Mary Paulinus Qakes author of Angels of Mercuo an e
1 aunt of chvil war and pellow fever by a Sister of Meroy: a pri
IMiany SOUce
* Rick Cleveland sporiswrite
= Why Mississippi Has Inspired So Many Writers:
Robert Dallyy (aka Bob Kuehnlel author of O Bed! O Breaklass!

] Caond of she o

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. INFORMATION LITERACY

Mary Beth Appling Presiding

11:00 a.m. EXHIBITS GRAND OPENING

oftes an I ~| stan Louthing

Robert Dalby

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. EXHIBITS OPEN

12:00 p.m, - 1:30 p.m. BLACK CAUCUS LUNCHEON

lcket Hequired  Byron Harskroo, AHormey af Law and Clesgyman, Speakse

Lyeharab Lundy, Chai

1:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. GENERAL SESSION

The Majesiy ol i‘:'i-lmill I x bilain

Hoval Lallechions trom the Musea el Prado & Feirirmonie Maciona

Hresentation glven on the largest exhibition of Spandsh national treasares

peer 1o visit Morth Smierica

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. GENERAL SESSION

Sid Salver, Speaker

HByron Hanshro Hhaonda Tynes, Frosident
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2:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m. POSTER SESSION 1
» Searching the UFAC for Musical Works. Presentes; Rashidah 7. Hakeem
Music Librany and Blues Archive Librarian, Universitv of Mssissinpl
* Dgvalen ng and Lala Cej i an Eleclronic Callection af the Universin,
af Southern Mississippl. Presenters: Aiping Chen-Gaffev and Suzanne
K. Graham, Catatog Librartans, LISM

Ann Branton, Chale

3:30 p.om. - 5:00 pom. YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES ROUNDTABLE
(YPSRT)
Children's Swap
End your first daw of the canference by joind i us lar e Filth Anmaal

g & ! :
5 pr Children's Likrarians, The informal session affers an
opporiunity for school and poblic youth services lbrasians 1o skhare oro
ErATmireg nends ani I SCUSS CLTFEen! Sa0UEE (1T Wi '|| B 1 =

ol I"il"ll: L !|.II

L

3:30 pom. - 5:00 p.m. LIBRARIES BUILD SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
Feee Dicket Bequired  * Karolun Thompson, The University of Soulbern SMississ PP
& [ Lou Helen Sanders, lackson Srale Lniversily

¥ Sara Carfer Swinney, Direclor, South Mississippl Regional Librang

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. PRESIDENT'S RECEPTION

6:30 p.m. NEW MEMBERS ROUND TABLE (NMRT)

In Haotel Bar

DINNER ON YOUR OWN

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2000
H:00 am. - 500 p.m. REGISTRATION
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. EXHIBITS OPEN

8:00 am. - 9:30 am. TWO YEAR COLLEGES ROUNDTABLE
Ficket Bequred (2% CRT) BREAKFAST

Developing and Maintaining a Library Web Site
Joan Tierce and Gwen Ciraham, Holmes Cormmuonity Colleqge, Grenada
enler Library

Bay Bogoan, Chair

#:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. PUBLIC LIBRARY AND TRUSTEES SECTIONS
Fumdraising, “arqgaqer Murray, Presesier
Beth Culpepper, Trustees Sectian Chair

Hobert Lipscomb, Pualic Libraries Secrion Chai

9:00 am. - 930 a.m. LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE
All Section Chairs and Vice Chairs shoubd atten

leisie Hoberts, Chair

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. POSTER SESSION 2

* Mississippi State Linkversing Libraries Quireach Program. Presenter
Cail Peyton, Cutreach Coardinans WL

* Develonment of the Richmond Badbil Eobermera Cellection at the
Hancock Coundy Liorary Sustern, Presenter: Sheila &, Carle SIS
graduate shudent, LISM

® [inking Libraries and Symphony Orchesiras: & Union that Serves the
Carmmmunily. Presenter: Brooke Lippy, Catalag Linrariar, LS8

Snn Branton, Chair
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Ron Peferson

rthella Moman

Delrrah ee

Pegagy Price
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9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. YOUNG PEOPLE’'S SERVICES ROUNDTABLE

(YPSRT)

A Handtul of Fun - Puppetry Program
The key fo putting fife back inta vour stom Bour pragrams s in ihe pal
il wour hand. Let us show vou haw 1o birina stones o lla will puppets
Whether it"s an appearance of a single puppet or an entlre puppe
|'||'|:'I'|-\. CIERE a Mmag |I|.! {2 I'_ ST s Al oo |'|!.'|.|'il|:"-

Falleen | hieling, Chaty

9:30 am. - 10:30 a.m. FDUCATIONAL COMMUNICATION AND
TECHNOLOGY ROUNDTABLE (ECTR I)

""]!-11|lr|rl..- Ron Peterson, Electronic Services Librasian, US¥, Soeaker
Lreating user-centered, customizable inferfaces 10 vour libraries
resciress. o Library™ gives tBe librang ne waans lo serve s parmons
nd alss new, waus 1o gather Infa ab wik howe peaple are wsing th

liorare's resource:

Josie Roberts, Chair

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. SIRSI USFRS' GROUP
Alention will be given to individual concerns of the grounp as well as
juestions and inforrmation reqgarding SRS products and operations
Kay Begaan, Chai

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. AUTOMATION AND NETWORKING

ROUNDTABLE (ANRT)
Marly Warstler, Chai

10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. MAGN{H I-"Jl. EASI( THH[NIHG
* ERSCOhae cmemiy Skt angd Keb DePaol
An averview ol EBSCOhast infraducin g new features s : smard
linking and page composer. Will include dis ssion of new databases
naludding Movel is
* { Hher venoors

i 1% TS PR Y -
coatherione watha Frasiding

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. ACADEMIC, COLLEGE AND RESFARCH
LIBRARIES SECTION (ACRL) LUNCHEON
Ticket Required Advocacy for Academic Libraries
- :".:-'Ii'll.l.'l, ol e .!“!'__.‘I .“I:"'|I.I'|' Prgecan & rence an Advocace far Academ
fe: Librarios, Orthells Moman, Associskis n Libranan, Colerman Libran

| en oaioa Lo |-_:|.l_ L FLair

. "'-I‘-"-="--'.'- '.."'\..' |:: LIST :"'.-I'-'\-.'.ll POt Sl "-;l-:" ; Wis and Senapua)l
[ -:.'.||' |__|-|- .“I| rence Lrhraria Mitchell Memarial Libs ary, M5
® dake Win W |f |I iti || LT il |:' e Wi -"--'.-\. i '||. TR

Cemfune Py ey Prics Special Collections | ibrarian, MoCain Librar
e Arching L5M
June Brelan |"|'---|:. Tif

12:00 pom. - 1:30 p.m. PUBLIC LIBRARY AND TRUSTEES SECTION
LUNCHEON
ket .:‘i:"| Ired Chatles Wilson Speaker
Charles Wilson |5 the author of a number of scclaimed thrillor/ musten.
nawieis beginning with Mighhwatcher, In 1990 His most recent novel is
Cearmve Pian, 2000

Raben Lipscamb, Chair

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. INFORMATION POWER
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1:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m. -

2:00 p.m. -

3:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

- 2:30 p.m.

- 4:30 p.m.

- 4:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
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BETA PHI MU 6TH ANNUAL LIBRARY

LEADERSHIP FORUM

Novel as Snap Shot: A Time, A Place, and A People
Martin Hegwood, Speake

5 CUments e SsEnior SHarne,
State LiHice lor Mississiopi. He is also the authar
Big Fa and Green Fyed Hurricane

qn Branton, Presiilsn

S
Martin Hegueod far the Secrelan o
1 PR TS T el s

S R = !
Sl ERACK o)

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS ROUND TABLE (SCRT)

All About the Book: An Informal Session on the Mississippi
Center for the Book
Mhurman Bovking, Ceardinator for she Missission Oent

Sreaker

oo the Book,

1 ;
| ' \ 1k
e LSELsS e Lanters 1o Illq,' |-€| e, Th

[ | O P
dstanlis rrrent of 1he Misciscipn e D ths
[ I:.IIII'. I'I.! Bl g4

re N ceur srats

Lenler bo centrati; fivities and events, lght illderacy, and

oy Cirphars, Cha

S "Hn(}l SEC'['IUN
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9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m, STATISTICS FOR LIBRARIES

Raith Curry Lance, Speaker

Ly S8ardden, MLE
900 a.m. - 10:00 am. FRIENDS OF MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIES

Charles Balton, Direclor of the USM Oral History Progrem, Speake
Parliaes Casnon £ hait

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

CIRCULATION DISCUSSION GROUP

Allisa Beck, Collecltion Managerment Librarian, USM, Moderarns

Alfisa Beck COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE

Ciectronic Copyright Discussion Group

10:00 a.m. - 1T1:00 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

PUBLIC LIBRARY DIRECTORS' DISCUSSION
GROUP

FPauletle Entrekin, Director, Laure! Jones Counry Public Likrar,
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TECHNICAL SERVICES ROUND TABLE (TSRT)

Streamlining Technical Services & Fanel Discussion

Hichasd | orqerscn, Ohair

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE

Paul MoCareer, Chair

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
REFERENCE DISCUSSION GROUP

David Moswvak . Presiding

MARC: MAKING IT MANAGEARLE

Mare Casey, Sagehrush Corporatior

Participants become familiar with the hasic stricture of MARCZ2 1 and
how the implementation of MARC strengthens day-to-day library opera-
tions, The session then moves irlo a practical understanding of MARC 21
ey i ik i i dela | ensrrvmarsy weedd MARC fields, indicators. and suhb

11:00 am. - 12:00 p.m. TECHNICAL SERVICES ROUND TABLE (TSRT)

Streamiingng | echmical Services: A Pamel Discussion -:|:|'||'| nuinagl

FHichard largerson, Lhair

1100 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. CURRICULUM: LIBRARY, CLASSROOM AND
THE INTERNET

Flarm i |"||'|'-'_ Seitomation Lansultant, Fallet Sodkware '.l'-ll":..,l |

Caiviz woLr shadents ar home access o vour schonl s library collection via
ime Internet; enhance reading malerials with sabject specitic UIRL address-
g5 and Accelerated Reader informarion; ImrEgrabe Your CUrmsCLiLEm il

aprren| through cooperative planning with e library

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. AWARDS LUNCHEON

Ficket Bequired  Rhonda Tyunes, Presiden:
Caral Green, Swards Chair
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Mississippi Library Association
Authors Awards Committee
2000 Award Winners

FICTION: STEVE YARBROUGH, THE OXYGEN MAN

Steve Yarbrough camed a BA and an MA at the University of Mississippi and an
MEA at the University of Arkansas, His stories have appeared in The Oxford American,
The Hudson Review, and The Southern Review and in two collections, Family Men and
Mississippi History, The University of Missouri Press recently published his third collec-
fion, Veneer. He is a professor of English and creative writing at California State Uni
versity at Fresno. In May 1999, MacMurray & Beck released his first novel, The Oy
gen Man, to rave reviews. Mr. Yarbrough was recently appointed as a John and Renee
Grisham Visiting Southern Writer-in-Residence at the University of Mississippi for the
1999.00 academic year,

NONFICTION: EDWARD COHEN, THE PEDIDILER'S GRANDSON

Edward Cohen was tormerly Head Writer and Executive Producer for Mississippi Edu-
cational Television, where he wrote several PBS documentaries, including Hanukkah
and Fassover, and Cood Mornin”™ Blues. His programs have won numerous interna-
tional film festival awards, as well as o CINE Golden Eagles, His memair, The Ped-
dier’s Grandson: Growing Up Jewish i Mississippi, received the 2000 Mississippi
Institute ot Arts and Lefters Monfiction Award. The book was chosen for Book Sense.
the top recommendations of independent booksellers nationwide, My, Cohen has a
B A, in Mass Communications from the University of Miami and earned his Juris Doctar
fram the Mississippi College School of Law. He lives in Venice, California, where he is
a writer and filmmaker.

SPECIAL AWARD - JUVENILE LITERATURE: LAURIE PARKER,
EVERYWHERE IN MISSISSIPPI AND MISSISSIPPI ALPHABET

Laurie Parker received her B.5. in Education in 1985 from Mississippi State Linversi-
ty, where she later also studied engineering after teaching for four years. She has
enjoved writing rhuming narratives, lyrics, and verse since early childhood. Another of
her lang-time, lavorite pastimes is cufting and pasting paper to create collages such as
the ones used 1o illustrate her books. She is the author of four regional rhyming books
that are illustrated with her collage artwork. Ms, Parker resides in Starkville, Mississippi

Special guest: MNewvada Barr, winner of the 1999 Fiction Award for Firesiorm . wil
be making a guest appearance and will be present during the autograph session 1o sign
her new book, Deep South.

Eaward Cobvemn

{ awric Parker
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In the Public Eye

Column Editor: Paulette D. Entrekin
Laurel-dones Counny Public Librany

Pearlington Public Library:

A Joint Use School/Library Facility

By Prima Plauché
Lirector
Hancock County Library Sustern
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With the opening of the Pearlington
Fublic Library, history was made in the
state of Mississippi, To provide the resi-
dents and children of Pearlington with
brary and information services, the Han
cock County Library System and the
Hancock County Schocl District estah-
lished a joint-use facility, This was the
first fime in the state that & public library
system and a county school district
agreed to build and operate a public/
school librany.

A COMMUNITY NEED

Hancock County is ane of the fastest-
growing counties in the state of Mississip-
pl. Population increases have been
unprecedented and have impacted all
government services in the county,
including the Hancock County Library
Systemn and the Hancock County Schoaol
District.

Pearlingron, located in the southwest

New Pearlington Public Library = Built by the Hancock County School Districs, she Pearlinaton Prbi

P i T S
Librany is fovared in the Nibrans media cond

er an e grognds of e Charlee B Murohe Elemenrany Sckion)

The Hancock County Libran: Sysfem administers the filrary in an historle lolab-ute soreement

ern corner of Hancock County, is a com-
munify of 2,365, Once the site of a thriv-

ing lumber industry, Pear

ington, located
on the banks of the Pearl River, was also
the terminal for the Louisiana-Mississippi
automobile ferny,

As population and economic opportu-
nities shitted over the vears and a new
highway bypassed the area, Pearlington
necame an isolated population of children
and adults who have limited governmen
and community services except for the
Charles B. Murphy Elementary School
Located some sixteen miles from the
county seat of Bay 5t Louis, Pearlington
has no shopping center, few small busi-
nesses, no major qrocery store, and no
major businesses,

Charles B. Murphy | lementary
school serves almost 200 children, buf
an equal number of children and young
adults are bused daily on a fiftv-mile
round trip to the middle, junior and high
school located in Kiln, Mississippi, Upon

their return to the community, they have
no library resources or after-school activi
es available,  lransportation out of the
community is not a possibiling 1o many of
these children. Pre-school children have
no apportunities to atdend reading enrich
ment story fimes.  Adults are isolated
from the liorary system’s adult education
and literacy program, and there are no
caommunity facilities to house extensions
of the Cammunity Education P*::lérrn'r o

the School District's GED program,

JOINT REMEDY

o remedy this educational and infor-
mational inequily, the Hancock County
Library System and Hancock County
School District agreed o provide public
library services o the children and adults
U[ []':E'L'I\-li”':_!r(.ll-l il [k I||i' Hllrr'::lllrll:illll___' CHT
Mmiunities

I'he terms of the agreement were sim-
ple. The School District would build, fur
nish and equip the new facility with input
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wd Buefun Johnson ¢
rom the library stali, The Librarny System
would staft and administer library services
and programs ac arding to the policies
Hancock County

and procedures of the
Librany System.

HOW IT WORKS
Materials are purchased in accordance
Library System’s collection
lhe School s
irict uses its media budget for the Charles

with the
development policies.

B, Murphy School to purchase curricu-
lhe Schoal [Dis
irict provided initial computer hardware

lurm-related materials,

and equipment to link the library to the
Metwork (MissIM)
and the library sustern’s Ameritech library
systern.  The Library Systern pays for the
H6K line tha

aEMVICES.

Mississippi Information

lingks the branch to these

I he part-time certified school media
specialist and classroom teachers at
Charles B, Murphy Schoal
and accompany the children to the library
during school hours. The library staff
provides vear-round adult and children’s
programming.
effort not only meets the needs of the
children attending Charles B, Murphy
Elementary Schoao

library and i

schedule visits

This unique cooperative

bhut also pravides
information services to the
enfire community in a facility provided by
the School District and operated by the
Library Systern.

oK r.l"l\.'l' [ '-:"I.'I'.:l:'."". RO Jedn Ladner:

."r'l.'-.'.l-. W ooy Schood Board Members Tone Cas

wis: Lennette Necaise: Hancock Counny Litiracy Trustees Clementine Wiiiarns

ACCESSIBLE RESOURCES

The benefits of the partnership are
numerous and exciting., Students, teacl
ers, and the public gain vital library and
With the

System's online database available in the

information services Library

"~'L|II.:'I:3'.. students and teachers have AL ESS
nat only to information about books in
the collection, but also to cammunity
information, such as public meetings and
directories of government and social ser
VICes,

Children have access to literally tens
of thousands of titles in the public library's
colection and to current computer tech
nology, including magazine articles on-
line and access to the many resourops
the Internet and I|||-:J..r:'|]

Children and adults have the

-:I'-.rln.l'l.t an
MissIM.
ability to place holds on temns in many
subject areas that are sent on request to
the Pearlington Library from other branch
libraries via courier service,

With extensive resources available
from the

ibrary systemn, during and after

schoal and on Saturday, students wha
for a torty-mile
J:'Li':_.' '::“"r

hicycles to

have no fransportation
round frip to the main library in
Louis can walk or ride thels

facility, Teachers have additional
resources at the school that can st -'F=r1q1||
en and expedite
Adults

education Prograrms,

ass assignments,

have access to [iteracy and adult

I'he partnership project with the Han-

cock County School District and the Han-
cock County Library System is a creative
and cost-effective alliance to provide
essential information services to this
underserved community of children and
adults

CREATIVE PROJECTS

I he project has led to other cost-effec
tive and creative [projects [ he [ariner
agencies were awarded a Library Services
and Construction Act consorfium gran
through the Mississippi Library Commis-
sion to fund the Connect 2000 project
Anather federal grant provided computer
workstations and GED software for the
library. The
program coordinates with a summer
program at Charles B. Mur-
phy.,  Recently the District and |

.ill'.""-'”'l.- ."'- SUTTMEr réal |I g

school lunch
| arary
collaborated on a family literacy project,
an Even Start grant and an acce

reading program.

|
; Bewed
ol e L

“"We are very excited about this
unique cooperative effort that not only
meets the needs of the children |1'|'|'l.""|-:'|l"-'J
Charles B, Murphy Elementa

| | OG- gk |l £y -| r Tesis
but also provides library anc ||'||u miatics

School,

community,” said
Prima Plauché, Hancock County Librany
System Director, "And we are proud 10

P L P,

he the first in the state o enter info such

services o the entfire

an agreement,”

The Pearlington Public Library works
well,” continued Plauché, “because we
did our homework, kept the agreement
simple and keep lines of communication
Hancock

open with our partner, the
County Schoal District.”

Bafloons, Books and People = More than 2010
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Library Education Update

Column Editor: Thomas 3. Walker, Director, 5LIS, The University of Southern Mississippi

thaomas.walkerf@usm. edu

Learning on the Job:
The Value of Internships and Practica

| remember my first day as a reference
librarian in a public library. It was infense,
varied, and provided me with some sur-
prises for which reference classes did not
prepare me. Most of what we learn about
our daily prolessional problems comes
from practical on-the®*job experience,
Constant exposure to tasks and issues
and the repetition of certain situations
contribute to one's personal knowledge
hase. One of the roles of professional
library education is to set the stage for
such experiential learning, By incorporat
ing the practical experience into one's
professional education, it is possible to
take advaniage of both kinds of learning.

On that first day, or perhaps the sec-
ond, | was faced with decisions that had
to be made on the spot, without delay,
and without the benefit of fime fo mull
over a wide range ol possibilities. One
particular patron reqguest returns easily fo
mind:  a gentlernan called on the phone,
gave me references to two passages in
the Bible that seemed to contradict each
other, and asked me to reconcile them.
Mot only did | have to find printed docu
mentation he might find useful in his
quest, but also 1 had 1o deal with the ethi-
cal issue of defining my role as a refer-
ence librarian. Was it within the scope of
my position to deal with guestions thal
have potenfially confounded theologians
for centuries? What level of service
would be appropriate tor a telephone
request? Even it | could find printed
explanations of these passages in a Bible
commentary (which | did), would the per-
spective and level of the commentary he
aligned with that of the patron? These
kinds of issues are introduced in reference
classes, but applying them consistently
and conscientiously can be a heroic feat.

| have been in similar situations as a cata-
loger and indexer, as well, and can attest
to the fact that formal library education
can assemble the rod, reel, line, and
hook, select the best bait. and recom-
mend the nicest tackle box and trolling
motor, hut cannot set the hoaok or reel in
the fish.

Most of what
we learn
about our daily
professional problems
comes from
practical on-the-job
experience.

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Internships and practica are designed
o provide infroductions to protessional
practice and are of inestimable value for
thase students without library experience
| raditionally, an internship is a relafively
lomg-term paid position.
such as that of the University of lllinois at
Chicago, have well-estahlished, two-year
internship programs. Some internships
are very specialized, focusing, for
instance, on cafaloging Polish-language
materials in a research library, or may be
quite general and invalve a rotation
among divisions or branches of a large
library system. Some are designed as
recruitment tools 1o attract highly qualified
and motivated professionals into a library
or a larger systerm.

A guick search for library internships
using almost any Internet search engine
provides a sample of the variety currently

Some libraries,

available. |he Special Libraries Associa-
tion provides a list of internships, as do its
special interest divisions, such as the
MNews Division, MNational Public Radio
advertised recently for a summer intern-
ship, which could be an excellent spring-
board tor work in news libraries. As of
this writing, the Associated Press is seek-
ing an intern,  Other library associations
and schooels of library and information sci-
ence are additional resources for locating
internship possibilities,

Another Kind of internship is one that
represents a cooperalive agreement
between a school of library and informa-
tion science and companies or other insti-
Here at
LSM. as at some other 5L':"c:-q'||=-, wie have

tutions with needs for interns.

developed relationships with several local
institutions, including libraries, a newspa-
per, a legal information center, and coun-
ty archives, all of which provide paid
internships for students and are accompa-
nied by fuition remission granted by the
Liniversity. Such agreements are mutual-
ly beneficial. The company or institution
benetits from the services provided by the
intern, which sometimes include technical
skills not possessed by the current stalf
Student interns henetit from the practical
experience and from opportunities to
make professional networking connec-
tions.  The University benetits because
the arrangement contributes in a mean-
ir'||_;|1i,_|| wai 1o 15 curricuium And the
community benefits from fruitful connec-
ticns bemween emplovers and educational
institutions

PRACTICUM OPTION
A practicum is generally shorter in
duration and more specialized in purpose
than an internship. It is normally part of a
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ctucent = .::.I:ll."l'l'l: pragram, faken 10r

credit; and invalves no remuneration.
The purpose is similar, but is sometimes
more convenient fo arrange tar several
reasons: a practicum normally lasts just
ane semester: i s nol necessary 1o for

mulate a cng-term formal agreement

hetween the university and institution
(although formal agreements are required
for each placement); and institufions dao
not normatiy pay the students.

Students usually choose internships ar
praclica based on their intended area ol

tocus, In our tield, these include public

Since 1979, we have been specializing in
fine furmiture, bookstacks and media support

THE

LLIBRARY
INTERIORS

GRrourp

M O e
orrdciruelio
|'|-”:':|||!|.

MMECEl TolErEr

equipment for Academic, Public, School and

Haton Rouge Casmmumity Caliege
Balon Kouge, L&

LiBRARY INTERIORS, INC.

2zBo1 Division §t.
Metairie, LA Jooo2

ph.so4.885. 4040
fax.504.887.8632
hittp:/ fwww libraryinteriors, com

Special Libraries throughout the Southeast.

§ .
TRTITHTE |_5.|||.'r.'.

cidaimi

Professional services include!

Interior consulting

CAD design and equipment plans
Equipment schedules & specificalions
Furniture & shelving estimates
Electrical & data needs assessment.

"Saftline” circul

desk by Scanisd

libraries, school likraries, college and uni-
versity libraries, corporate information
centfers. government collections. historical
~oCieties ':I:J'-|':i[.‘|f lihraries, iI'Il.!l.'xII'|;| COm
panies, database vendors, and others.
Sorme |:i.;:u'|||::.r!'a are iniliated by institu
fions, others by students, | have super-
vised placements in mainstream: institu-
fions, but also in such specialized collec
tions as those found in art museums,

ST ar .;|| -Z|.-|I|_:|_""-_ .;Illl_l cl SO0

MUTUAL BENEFITS
Because this aspect of prolessiona
educafion and fraining is beneficial in so
mdny wavs, more Inshiuhions and compa-
nies should consider providing such
opportunities. It no practicum policy is in

nlace, !"'I-!_|||| be useful 1o dey elap ane
or to consult with relevant schools of
library and information science. |t is typi-
cal to determine in advance the institu-
tional rale ot the practicum student or
intern. It may be in the best long-term
interests of a library, for instance. not to
supplant a position or portion ot a posi-
tion with an intern ||| d LM @nvIiran-
ment, this could be especially problemat
ic. he nature ot duties and their relation-
ship with the mission of the instituhon or
departrment should also be defined. And
lastly, decisions should be made about
how the very real time demands of train-
ntern  of

ing and supervising an

nracticum student should be distributed.
Some of the best learning fakes place
an the :u|‘.~ Ascess uaur institution s abi
ty to offer practica or internships to stu-
dents. Encourage students to seek the
exciting, the unusual, or, at the very least,
the practical situations provided by such
formal agreements. The contact can be

mutually beneficial and invigorating
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Academic Focus

Column Editor: Jessie 8. Arnold
Alcorn State Universiny

Information Literacy

By Mary Beth Applin
Information Services Librarian
The University of Southern Mississinpi
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Information literacy is the new catch
waord everyone is hearing these days in
the library field. But what exactly is infor-
mation literacy? s it fust & new term for
teaching library skills or is it something
more? One of the best definitions | found
in reviewing the literature on information
literacy is from the Atlantic Provinces
Educational Foundation [AFPEF) in Cana-
da: “Intormation Literacy is...the ability
to access, interpret, evaluate, Drganize,
select, produce, and communicate infor
mation in and through a variety of media
technologies and contexts to meet diverse
learning needs and purposes.”

Whoa — that's a mouthiul!  *...[T]he
ability to access, interpret, evaluate, orga-
nize, select, produce, and communicate
information..." sure sounds like teaching
library skills. But is t? Though libraries
are a major source al information, stu-
dents seek and receive information Trom
an array of sources today - television,
radio, magazines, e-books, audios,
videos, computers, Internet, and CD-
ROMs, to name just a few. Technology
is rapidly transforming the amount of
imformation available and the methods in
which it is stored and retrieved. |t is
becoming more important than ever to
teach students to be savwy not only about
finding and evaluating information, hut
about the toals and medium in which the
information is found. This s addressed in
the second part of APEF’s definition,
“...in and through a variety of media tech-
nologies and contexts...” Getting infor
mation no longer requires only knowl-
edge of libraries; it requires a variety of

skills in a variety of areas

The scope of the skills needed is best
summed up in a definition given by Cali
lornia’'s Commission on Learning
Resources and Instructional Technology
(CLRIT).  In their definition. informatian
literacy is a combination of *,
acy. computer literacy, media literacy.

library liter-

technelagical literacy. ethics, critical
thinking, and communication skills.”

LIFE-LONG LEARNING SKILLS

Information literacy covers a lot of
ground, but why should we have to teach
students to be information literate? A
phrase that is often heard in association
with information literacy is “life-long
earning.  |he Southern Association of
Colleges and Schoaols (SACS) uses it in
their section about Educational Support
Services: “Libraries and learning resource
centers must provide students with oppor-
tunities 1o learn how to access information
in different formats so that they can con-
linue life-long learning.” So what does
lite-long learning mean, and what's it gat
te do with information literacy?  Life-lang
learning means learning how to learn so
that education continues long after one
has completed it formally, Current
employment surveys are indicating thai
one of the things that employers are look-
ing for most in workers is the ability 1o
learn and adapt. Infarmation literacy
skills help students learn fiow to leamn.
They help develop research, critical think
ing, and problem-solving skills.  Students
learn how to construct the knowledge
they need to continually progress and
succeed throughout their lives.

KINDERGARTEN TO COLLEGE
How should information literacy be
taught? The skills encompassed in infor-

mation literacy are foo broad fo be con-
sidered strictly a librarian’s area of instruc-
tion. They cannot be learned in a single
class or a single trip to the library, Teach
ing information literacy skills must be a
collaborative effort between administra-
tors, teachers and librarians. Objectives
must be integrated throughout the educa-
fional curriculum at every grade level so
that skills are taught sequentially and con-
sistently.  The skills should become part
of the overall learning process from
kindergarten through college. Informa-
ion literacy is not a new hody of knowl-
edge to be added to the teaching load, i
is simply a new way of structuring the
teaching/ learning process so that the stu-
dent becomes a more active participant in
creating his/ her own body of knowledge.
leachers become facilitators of knowl
edge and students become researchers in
its quest.  This type of strateqy facilitates
self-learning skills.

LIBRARIAN'S ROLE

S0 if information literacy encompasses
more than library skills, what should be
the role of the librarian in its implementa-
tion? | he role of the librarian depends on
each school, but it will more than likely
require the librarian to be the initiator and
advocate at the school — educating,
informing and eliciting support for infor-
mation literacy from teachers and admin
istrators. It will require the librarian’s
assistance and experfise in resfructuring
the curriculum and developing informa-
tion literacy objectives. It will require the
librarian to work cooperatively with reach-
ers fo help implement objectives, brain
storm ideas, assist in developing assign-
ments, and aid in staff development work-
shops. Librarians should not feel that the
implementation of the program rests
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entirely on their shoulders, Mast of the
literature discussing information literacy
stresses that the development of a su
cessiul program cannot fake place with-
out the collaborative effort of all invalved
in the students’ educational experience
It is particularly important to have the
support and cooperation of the schoo
The administrator sets the

expectations and direction of the school,

adrministrator

allocates time, money, resources, and

guides program implementations.

THE FIRST STEP
So what's the first step? The first step
is becoming familiar with information lit-
eracy sfandards and implementation
There are several resaurces available,
Below is a list of books and Web sites
describing how to develop a program and
examples of schools that have already
implemented literacy curricula. In addi-
tion. the Mississippi Library Association
Annual Conference will be hosting a pre
sentation enfitled “Information Literacy™
en October 18th at 10 a.m. at the
Crowne Plaza in Jackson, Mississippi.
The presentation will include an overview
of information literacy practices in general
and a summary of what our schools and
libraries are doing here in Mississippi.
Everyone is welcome to attend
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
* Information Power! Building Partner-
ships for Learning. AASL Chicago:
ALA Editions, 1998,
Includes the Information Literacy
Standards for Student Learning and
guidelines for beginning a program,

* A Planning Guide for Information
Power: Building Partnerships for
Learning. AASL Chicago: ALA Edi

fions, 1999,
A workbook giving step-by-step
directions for the mplementation of
the planning process described in
Information Power: Building Part-
nerships for Learning.

Developing an Information Literacy

Program K-12. Developed by the
lowa City Community School District
and edited by Mary Jo Langhorne.
New York: Neal-Schuman Publish-
ers, 1998,
Developed by librarians, teachers
and administrators, this is a com-
prehensive manual for teaching
information literacy. Includes a

CD-ROM

“Information Literacy for Schools”
T irtemis_ simmaons. edu
mardersinto lit/intro_htm
lhis Web site includes various
resources for teachers and librari-
ans interested in implementing

information literacy,

SOME ESTABLISHED
PROGRAMS

Mankato Schools Information Literacy
Curriculum Guidelines http:/ /www
iscd /7 k12 . mnous/resources/ infocur
wolit, hitm

Morth Carclina Department of Public
Instruction's Curriculum Guide on
Information Skills hitp:/ Fwww
dpi,state.nc.us/ Curriculum

et =1l i ] 4
ormationSindes, hirml

Geaorgia Department of Education’s
Quality Care Curriculum Standards
| 1 2

http: www. gle. k12, ga.us/astd

Make plans
NOW

to attend

The
SELA
Annual
Conference

October
11-13
in
Jekyll Island,
Georgia

Registration information at
http://wwwlib.gsu.edu/gla/
events./como/comoxil.htm
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What'’s So Special About...

Column Editor: P, Toby Graham

The University of Southern Mississipgi

Mississippi Libraries

The Jefferson Davis Presidential Library

By Cwendolyn Green
[itrariansArchivist
Jefferson Davis Presidential Library

GqOreeT "l-l:-'"-'-"{ = L L el

The Jefferson Davis Presidential
Library celebrated its grand opening May
30. 1998, Located on the grounds ol
Beauvoir - the last home ot Confederate
President Jefferson Davis — this $4.5 mil-
lion project was paid for by the taxpayers
It was not the first

at Beauvoir, however. Sarah Dorsey, the

of Mississippi ibrary
third owner of the Beauvoir property, had
a personal library, and when Jefferson
Davis purchased the home from Mrs.
Dorsey in 1879, he moved his own
library into Beauvolr House, Later, Beau-
voir was the site for the Jefferson Davis
Soldiers Home between 1903-1957, and

a library was maintained for the “inmates”
(Confederate veterans, their wives and
widaws). Shortly after its dedication in
1969, yet a fourth facility, the Jefferson
Davis Memorial Library, was destroved by
Hurricane Camille.

BEGINNINGS

Because of the library history associat
ed with Beauvoir and with Davis, many
felt the development ol a presidential
library in honor of Jefterson Davis was
appropriate,  With support from Governor
Kirk Fordice and the Mississippl Division
of the United Sons of Confederate Veter
ans, Beauvoir received $1,500.000 in
bond funds in 1993, Additional funding
was denied in 1994, and planning had to
oe put on hald as the casino boom on the
coast had caused construction costs 1o
skyrockel. The project was resurrected in
1995 when Governor Fordice signed a
bill allotting Beauvoir an additional
3,000,000 in state funds for the presi

dential library project. This was an

unusual situation with the state legislature
constructing a library tor a private institu-
ilely

COLLECTIONS AND FACILITIES

[he presidential library consists of
hree TTLar]é r_!:llll[:":'lll"lll"‘ LS, ”'l'."
aire, and research library. The museum
area and the film presentation in the the

atre focus on the lite of Jetterson Davis

I he exhibits highlight his early military
career as West Point graduate and dra
aoon on the Western frontier: his first
marriage to Sarah Knox Taylor, daughter
l.l-: |:|I'l."~I.ZI.'I'I| .;'{:IIZ|!|:I"'-. [r!l.'.'l"ll'_ -:IIILl |l|“'- |:;i'
as a plantation owner, as well as his sec-
ond marriage to Varina Howell and their
family. It also includes his later career
aclivities as an officer in the Mexican War;
LI.S. Representative and Senator: the
Secretary of War under Franklin Fierce;
.-_I||I_| |ir|¢: |'._-_ F'I'l.'*-u;l.:l.'l'll ot .'i'li': '-..l.Jf'Ifk"flﬁ'l':'I'ui"
States of America, his capture and impris
onment affer the War Between the States,

and his last years at Beauvoir

COLLECTION PROFILE

[he mission of Beauvoir is to educate
the world about the life and times of Jeffer-
son Davis and the Confederate seldier:
therefore, the research library collection
concentrates on nineteenth-century South-
ern history, particutarly Jeterson Davis
and the War Between the

tates | here

are approximately 6,500 books, including
warks on American history, Southern his
tory, the War Between the States, limited
genealogy resources and some literany fic-
tion. The archival collection includes pho
||1U.'.I|.=||w, letiers, manuse ripts envelopes
postcards, newspaper clippings, and insti-
minules

tutional history as well as the

books and proarams from LConfederate
heritage organizations. The correspon-
dence is prirnarily from the Jeflerson Davis
tamily. In addition, there are index card
recards from the Soldiers Home and

some supplemental research files

CURRENT ACTIVITIES
Beauvoir, the lefferson Davis Home

and Presidential Library is a private non-

The Jellerson Davls Presidential Lineam
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profit organization owned by the Missis
sippi Division, Linited Sons of Confeder-
Maost of our materials
The Reading
Room has been named in honor of James

ate Meterans, Inc.
are received by donation,

West Thompson, who donated approxi-
mately 2,000 boo
|i|'.||'.'!|":,-,

+s fram his personal

To date, most of the book colleciion is
cataloged and on the shelf with the excep-
fion of those items thal need original cata-
leging,  Work has bequn on arganizing

the archival collectjon, Original docu
ments are being scanned and printed with
a volunteer’s scanner/printer. These
iems will be placed in a notebook that
This wil
help reduce wear on the original docu-

will be available to our patrons
ments. If the library acquires the neces.
sary equipment, most of the archival
material will be scanned and made avail-

able on CD-ROM

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

Beauvoir has been collecting haoks,
manuscripts, photographs and other
materials for many vears, but the collec-
fion was not cataloged or cared for prop
erly.  Addressing these concerns would
be a difficult task for any librarian. but was
especially so for one just out of graduate
school! | love history, especially the War
Between the States; and while | was
attending graduate schoal, | worked as
the assistant to the curator at Ashland, the
Henry Clay Estate, and as a graduate
assistant in Special Collections at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, The position at
Beauvoir appeared fo be the perfect job
for me, but | had some major surprises in
store for me when | arrived.

| began warking at Beauvoir in Febry-
ary 1998, just months prior fo the grand
opening of the presidential library, My
first tasks were editing text for the
exhibits, preparing manuscripts for exhibi
fion, and various other odd jobs related to
the new museum. As many librarians
know, some strange things go into the
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planning processes for a new facility, For
instance, | was very surprised to find tha
the planning committee had no intentions
of purchasing & desk for me! | eventually
comvinced them otherwise, but at the time
of the grand opening, neither the office
furniture nor the shelving had arrived.

With all of the attention 1o details sur-
rounding the grand opening, it was
extremely difficult to explain why the
research portion of the library was not
ready for the big day. Since | had only
been on staff for four months, spending
most of my time helping get the museum
area of the presidential library ready to
open, organizing and cataloging materials
had to be a lower priority at that time
But visiting researchers have no way of
understanding this or, for that matier, the
difficulty of providing access to an uncata-
oged collection

Another challenge has been the shift
tram museum only to museum and
library, The institution’s policies need to
be changed and updated. Before the
establishment of the Jefterson Davis Pres
idential Library, the library/ archives col-
lection was not a separate entity, and the
collection was the responsibility of the
curator. |t must now be decided how to
separate the two collections. We are fac-
ing questions such as: Is a book that was
owned by Jefferson Davis an artifact or a
rare book? s its purpose for exhibition or
research? Should we have one all
encompassing policy for all Beauvoir cal-
lections, or should there be distinet poli-
cies, one for the library/archives, and one
for the 3-D artifact collection? This will
be an ongaing transition

LIBERARY HOURS, ETC.

The research library is open Tuesday-
Saturday 9:00-12:00; 1:00-4:00. Nao
admission is charged for the research
library, though admission is charged for
the rest of the property including the
museum area of the presidential library,
All research must be conducted on-site:

Researchers are

o material circulates.

responsible for all photocopy or photo-
graphic reprint costs nlus postage
Access may be limited to rare or fragile
items. The genealogy resources are very
iimited, and researchers should not
expect to do extensive genealogy
research.  The research library is located
on the second floor of the Jefferson Davis
Presidential Library. Research requests
are accepted in person, by lefter, tele-
Mail queries 1o:
Beauvoir, The Jefferson Davis Home and
Presidential Library, 2244 Beach Boule-
vard, Biloxi, MS 39531 or please call
(228) 388-9074 ar FAX (228) 388-7082

Join
MLA!

Fill out and return the

phone, tax, or e-mail

membership card located
on the inside back cover
of Mississippi Libraries
and be a part of the
ever continuing promotion
of libraries throughout

Mississippi.
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Taking Mississippi by Storm:
Hurricane Readiness and Resources

By Peagay Price
Special Collections Librarian
The Universiiv of Southern Mississinpi
pegqgy. pricetf@usm. edu

Mississippi counties @long the Gull of
Mexico have drawn thousands of new res-
idents in the last decade, and the growing
trend continues with plans for new attrac
tions and businesses making the news
daily. Coastal living offers a fine quality
of lite, but there are drawbacks. Hurri-
canes and fropical storms make their way
to the nation’s coastline offen enough to
give one pause and bring some worrny
over the potential for disaster. Librarians
in the southern regions need to be aware
of the proper procedures for dealing with
such disasters in the workplace. Protect-
ing cultural materials from an angry
Mother Nature requires foresight, plan-
ning, and, of course, the Internet.

HURRICANES 2000

Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) scientfists are pre-
dicting an active, above-average Atlantic
hurricane season ftor the vear 2000,
What does “ahove-average” mean exact
h?  According to NOAA, above-average
signifies a season bringing eleven or
more tropical storms that could spawn
seven or more hurricanes, with three of
thase classitied as major. Major hursi-
canes spawned in the Atlantic threaten the
Culf Coast states in patterns familiar to
long-time residents,

June 1 initiates the stormy season,
which peaks August-October and ends
Movember 30. Statistics show that
September is a prime time for hurricanes
in Mississippi, and this proved to be true

MAJOR HURRICANE: Maximum sustained winds surpassing 110 mph
Category 3+ on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale.

ELENA
FREDERIC
CAMILLE

EXAMPLES:

in 1998 with Hurricane Georges.
Georges, which made landfall near Biloxi
an September 28 as a calegory 2 hurri
cane, provides the perfect example of a
storm that did not limit s wrath 1o coastal
communities. Counties as far north as
Covington. Forrest and Lamar were
declared disaster areas from water and
wind damage. Planning helped keep the
death toll low, but damages were severe,
marked by the more than $130 million
Mississippi received in federal aid.

As in many areas of life, knowing the
past helps planning for the future. |s your
insfitution prepared for the next big
storm?  Gearing up for hurricane season
means reviewing yvour disaster plan and
making sure phone numbers are updated,
supplies are available and new sfalt mem-
bers are aware of the procedures. Disas-
ter preparedness has been a hot topic in
cultural heritage circles for several vears
now, |f you do not have a plan, there are
many workshops, pamphlets and other
resources readily available (see list ol
websites in this article).  Planning for dis-
asters usually involves such things as pri-
oritizing collections, creating a “calling
ree” o notify staff members of closings,
and establishing contacts with emergency
officials, utility companies and businesses
ar individuals specializing in disaster

FeCOVeETL,.

1985 CATEGORY 3
1979 CATEGORY 3
1969 CATEGORY 5

— NOAA

EXAMPLES OF PLANS

Disaster plans provide a central location
tor lists, addresses and phone numbers,
and outline the tasks and activities neces-
sary for emergency situations, For exam-
ple, at The University of Southern Missis-
sippi, USM Libraries” Disaster Response
Manual includes the Disaster Preparedness
Team's responsibilities; phone numbers for
the physical plant, university police and
library personnel; lists of supplies, equip
ment, resources and priority holdings, pre-
vention and profection measures, recovery
and rehabilitation activities: and an
appendix with evacuation plans, priority
Hloor plan, quick lists for immediate
response and salvage at a glance.

Jackson-George Regional Library fol-
lows a similar plan, with outlined "respon
sibility actions” for various stages in the
hurricane preparedness process.
Branch/Department Managers are fo
review the plan with stat members in May

of each vear. and monitor the supplies
and equipment four weeks prior 1o hurri-
cane season, Supplies include polyethy-
lene rolls to cover the stacks, plastic frash
bags for the equipment and tape fo
secure the plastic. Hurricane tracking
charts are also listed. Flashlights, batter-
ies and an AC/DC NOAA weather radio
are some hasic equipment libraries should
have available.
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FIRST THINGS TO DO
When a hurricane warning is issued,
the lead-time befare landfall is approxi-
mately 24 hours. At this fime, it would
he wise 1o
* lnplug and move elecirical equip
ment and computers away from the
windows and cover with plastic
* Kemove books and materials from
bottom shelves and off of the floar.
* Drape sheets of plastic over hook

ranges near windows,

* Tape windows and close all blinds.

* lape plastic around outside door-
frames, and place sandbags along the
nottom of the doors.

Plans should be customized ta suif the
needs ol individual institutions. For
example, placing phawood over the win-
dows is a common action to take, but
may not be feasible if the required storage
space and staff are limited. Planners may
also designate locations within the librasy
as secure areas, and indicate where to
Ideally,
hooks will not be on the lloor or on bot-

move electrical equipment,

tom shelves, bul since this is not always
the reality for every library, plans need 1o
involve moving books up before disaster
strikes. Deciding which materials to save
first will also vary according to individual
collections, but a good rule of thumb is to
place the materials that document the
holdings at the top of the priority list.
Establishing a “disaster team”™ to delegate
responsibilities and coordinate ¢lean-up
eftorts is also a good idea.

RECOVERY PLAN

Activities immediately following the
hurricane should be organized and action:
oriented.  The primary goal should be 1o
stabilize the damaged maierials within the
first 48 hours of recovery, Stabilization
measures should include climate contral
to guard against mold growth. Tempera-
lures lower than 68 degrees with relative
humidity less than 70'% is the accepled
standard,  Also, fans and air conditioning
should be turned on constantly to increase
air circulation.  Charts with clear, concise
instructions are available from a variety of
sources.  Many museums. libraries and
archives keep the Emergency Response
Salvage Wheel on hand. The circular
chart provides a quick and easy method
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tor decision-making about appropriate sal-
vage technigues for particular kinds of
materials, along with instructions and tips
tar the whole range ol activities involved
with emergency response.  Learn more
about the wheel and order one for vour
institution at the Heritage Preservation
Website: '.4.-'.-1.-'@._|||=_**i-'¢||_h--|'|n-¢.u|-..-.L||=r]|| org/

programss Wheel1 hirn

QUICK TIPS TO USE
Similarly, the Western Association for
Art Conservation (WAAC) offers Safvage
af @ Glance, a quick-tip chart with pricei
fies, handling precautions, and packing
and drying methods for various ypes of
A brief perusal of the chan
reveals that, with a wet hook, vou should:

*  Freeze or dry within 48 hours

* Do nol open or |t'|:i|-'_ q;lc_'n not senarate

materials.

COVETSs.

* Separate with freezer paper, pack
spine down in milkk crate or cardboard
box 1 layer deep.

*  Air, vacuum, or freeze dry,

WAAL

DISASTER RESPONSE
FLIP CHART
A flip chart listing immediate response
procedures is an essenfial component of
cal i) .'t‘.ll’ﬁl'l,'. archival, or museum disaster
plan.

tlip charts can he posted al accessible

Intended to be a quick reference,

locations around the building. The
Southeast Museums Conference [SEMC)
Professional Development Committee
has developed a “Disaster Response Flip
Chart™ as a madel for cutlining actions 1o
be taken by an institution’s stalf during
the first tew minutes after an incident o
emergency. Based on a chart developed
by the Upper Midwest Conservation
Assaciation, the flip chart can be edited 10
be institution-specific.  Available in hoth
Microsoft Word and WordPerfect ver-
sions, the flipchart kit also includes col-
ored paper for printing. For ardering
information contact the SEMC Office,
P.O. Box 3494, Baton Rouge, LA,
70821-3494, (225) 383-5042.

Several organizations, including the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the Getty Conservation Insti-
tute, came fogether to produce and issue
the MNational Task Force for Emergency

Response's Emergency Response Infor-

matian Facke!. which was sent to instity
Much of the infor-
mation contained in the mailing s pre-

tions in at-risk states.

sented on or linked tram the Heritage
Preservation website mentioned earlier.
Web homes like the Heritage Preserva-
Hon site present comprehensive data on
disaster and/ar hurricane preparedness
that can be customized 1o suit the neeods

of a variety of collections

ONLINE RESOURCES
Here are some sites that, along with
foresight and planning, will help guard
against needless loss and destruction of

valuable cultural materials

FEMA [http://www.fema.gov]

Click through the Emergency
Hespornse ,_"_:,-j|'|,-_.=,-£|'|-- Whee!l, take the hurri-
cane quiz, and conduct research in the
FEMA Library on this everything-you-
ever-wanted-ta-know about-disasters-in-
America site. Disaster planning, response
and recovery are important issues with
FEMA, and they are happy to share with
others. Detailed statistics and historical
information are alse helpful in planning
tor specific institutions

HERITAGE PRESERVATION
http:/ “www. heritagepreservation.org
Should be of interest ta all of those
'-'-l.*r|-'.l-'!L_‘- in museums, libranes and archives,
For specific information on planning and
recovering from hurricanes and other dis-
asters, click on Mational Task Force on
F.'I".'e?'r'g'.'r-'.'l-":,' Response, |he page nrovides
such things as fips for handling water-dam-
aged valuables, a history of the task force

and a list of cultural heritage resources.

SOLINET
http://www.solinet.net/ presvin/
disaster /disastsv_him

Learn what's new on the disaster frant,
print a leatlet on The Disaster Planning
FProcess, or horrow a video on Preventive
Conservation in Museums from this sub
stantial page with both substance and
inks 1o maore resources. Products and
services and a list of publications are also

available on this comprehensive site.

: o 2
feonfinued on Fage Y20
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People in the News

ROSE JOHNSON LOCKETT
AWARDED THE MLA PEGGY
MAY SCHOLARSHIP

RHose Johnson
Lockett, of Lyon, Mis
sissippi, is the recipient
of the 2000 Peggy May
Scholarship awarded
annually by the Missis,
sippi Library Associa-
tion. Presently emploved at the Coa-
homa Community College and Agricul-
tural High School in Clarksdale, Lockett
is pursuing a graduate degree in Library
Science at The University of Southern

Mississippi.

Lockett attended Coahoma Communi-
n College, Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity, and Delta State University before
beginning her graduate program in the
School of Library of Information Science
at the University of Southern Mississippi
in 1999, She has been an educator
since 1980 and was named Teacher of
the Year lor the Lakeview, Arkansas Dis-
trict in 1987, She was also nominated to
Whao's Wha and was inducted into the
Alpha Chi and Sigma Tau Delta Honor
societies. She is a member of the Missis-
sippi Education Association, the National
Education Association, the National
Council of Teachers of English and the
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority. She has also
served as the local chapter chair for the
Girl Power Program, a nationally recog-
nized proaram for deterring feenage preg-
nancy and drug use by girls

Cited by supporters as being highly
motivated, mature, intelligent, depend-
able, dedicated and arficulate, Lockett s
sure to be a credit to the profession of
librarianship and o the memory of Peggy
May. for whom the scholarship is named.
The Scholarship endowment was estab-
lished after May's death to honor her ded-
ication to likrarianship and support her

cammitment to recruit talented individuals
The MLA Scholarship
Commitiee continually seeks contribu-

to the profession

tions to increase the endowment so the
scholarship award may better address the
growing costs of a graduate education in
Your tax-deductible con-
tribution to the Peagy May Endowment
would be greatly appreciated and should
be sent ta the MLA Scholarship Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 20448, Jacksan, M5
39289-1448

libran, science.

BPM CHAPTER
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED
Fhe 2000 Beta Phi Mu Beta Psi

Chapter Scholarship Award has been
granted to Tracy Nicole Caradine, =
December graduate of the School of
Library and Information Science, |he
Liniversity of Southern Mississippi
recently accepted the position of library

Tracy

director at the Jarvis Christian College,
Hawkins, Texas.

MISSISSIPPI STATE
UNIVERSITY

Maria Collins has been promaoted
and named Serials Coordinator at M5SL.
Maria previcusly held the position of Seri
als Librarian,  Amv Murphy, the new
Serials Librarian, joined the cataloging
faculty at MSU in May of this year. She
earned her M.L.5, from Indiana Universi-
twoand is originally from Alabama. Lona
Hoover, Mancoraphic Cataloger, started
employment June 1, 2000 at M5LI, She
earned her M LS. from the University of
Alabama and is originally from Pennsylva
nia. She previously worked at Huntswille
Fublic Library in Alabama

Martha Booth, Monographic Cata
loger, retired June 30, 2000 atter 39
years of dedicated service to the MSU
academic community,

THE UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI

Two new librarians join USM library
laculy, Suzanne R. Graham began
employment in early July as Catalog
Librarian, Hattieshurg campus, upon
receiving her M.L.S_ from the University
of Alabama. She is originally from Penn-
sylvania. Vanessa Ritchie, Fublic Ser-
vices Librarian, began work August 1st
on the Gulf Coast campus of USM, Cox
Library. She earned her M.5.L.5. from
the University of Kentucky and hails origi-
nally from Calilornia

Robbie Fave Brophy retired June
J0st from
Development Librarian, after 25 years of
dedicated service to USM Libraries at
Cox Library, USM Gult Coast campus.
Faye began working as a librarian at Lox
Library in September 1973, one year
after Cox Library opened.

Claudia Donnelle Scoti received
her M.L.1.S. degree from The University
of Sauthern Mississippi. School of Library
and Information Science in August, [Don-

her position as Collection

nelle currently works for USM Libraries
as the Audio Visual Specialist at Cox
L'L:-r;_lrl:;. l_.'HM Culf Coas!
Barton Spencer has
position of Head, Electronic Resources, a

accepted the

new department that will coordinate all
activities in the library related to fechnolo
gy and elecironic resources. He has been
employed by USM Libraries for the past
lour years.

DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY

Joi Jones joined the W, B. Roberfs
Library at Delta State University August
7. 2000 as the Reference/Instructional
Services Librarian. She received her
M.L.LS, from The University of Southern
Mississippi and a B.S. in Elementary
Education from Mississippi Valley State
University, Ms. Jones succeeds
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Mr, Daniel J. Corley

Daniel 1. Corley retired June 30,
2000 as Reference Librarian at Delta
State University, My

maore than fwenty-four vears of his profes-

Corley dedicated

sional career to the service of students
taculty, staff, and the Cleveland, Missis-
SIPPI Communify,

HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
James Kennedy beqgan emplovment
as Serials Librarian September st at the
Gearge M. Mclendon Library, HCC

Learning Resources Center in Raymond.

For the past several years, he was
emploved with the Laurel-Jones County

| ibrary.

LAMAR COUNTY
LIBRARY SYSTEM
Terry Lajaunie began emplovment
as |echnical Services Librarian in May of
He was awarded his M.L.1.S
tram The Universitg al Saue

this wear.

ern Missis-
sippi earlier this spring. Charlene Ben-
nett, criginally from Hattiesburg, accep
ed the position of Assistan! Branch Librar-
ian at the Purvis Branch,
Charlene worked five vears as
tion librarian in Louisiana

Previausly,

d CHCULA

NORTHWEST
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
This summer Margaret Rogers
became the Director of Library Services
at NCC. Previously, she worked for many
years al First Regional Library.

FIRST REGIONAL LIBRARY

Kimberly Shipman accepted the
position of Assistant Director for Techni-
cal Services in August of this vear. Kim-
berly received her
M.L.I.S. fram the
School of Library and
[ntformation Science

at The University of
Southern Mississippi,
Atter abtaining her

Masters, Ms. Ship

man '..'l.'lZ-Il-Rli_'lil oS .[.'_': |||'|r'| |_Z-|T|'|:_.' .i_'-“_n_""'._.'ll, [
Librarian tor the Lamar County library
systern, and just prior o joining the First
HI.'E|iI'!-I'I|:| H‘al'.’l_ (LR L |-'II'||||:_||,-'|,-'|:'f daf T!'.-;_' L.:'_I-

versity of Mississippi Library

MERIDIAN-LALUDERDALE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Walt Barrett s the new Assistant

Director, Walt was formally with the
MNeshoba County Public Library before

accepting his new responsibilities.

PLAUCHE RECOGNIZED
FOR 25 YEARS
LIBRARY SERVICE

Prima Plauche director of the Han
cock County Library System, was recent-
ibrary staff
honoring her 25 years of service. The

ly presented a plague by the

presenfation was made at a luncheon held
during the library system's annual inven-
tory week at the Bay St Louis-Hancock
County Library

Ao
the library system’s Board of Trustees'

wer presentation was also made at

reqular monthly meeting August 15

Chairman Joyce Z.

Plauché with a plague honoring her 25
plag g

Lee presented

vears of “dedicated and cammitted ser-
vice as director of the Hancock County
Library Sustem.”

Plauché came to the Hancock {_-.-:Illr'l":;
Library Sustemn in 1975, after serving nwo

vears as schaol librarian for Coast E|H!—5L~L]-
She received her M.L.S
fram The University of Southern Missis-
sippi.

pal Schools.

PRESERVATION NOTES

NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER
http: //www.nhc.noaa.gov/

Offers expert advice and authoritative
data on hurricanes. View satellite
imaagery, research hurricanes by the maost
intense, most expensive and deadliest
and get the latest news on the storms
from the scientists whao study them

CONSERVATION ONLINE
http:/ /palimpsest.stanford.edu
bytopic/disasters.

A familiar resource for those involved
with conservation.  Disaster preparedness
gets a thorough treatment with articles,
leatlets and links on a variety of related

TOmCs.

SOURCES

Federal Emergency Managemeni Agency
1998 Disaster Activity: Jamwary 1, 1998
Decernber 31, 1998 Major Disaster Declara-
tong,  Interned on-line. <t g YETUTTN
ovy [farany/diz98 him= | [26 July 2000

Hurricane Closing Policy. Hancock County
Library System, June 200 2000

"Hurricanes.” Vertical File, McCain Librany &
Archives, The University of Southern Missis-
sippi.

Maltlonal Ceeanic & Atmospheric Administra-

Hees, "Hurricane Season Gels Underway:
MOAA Warns Againsi ||'||.1r.|,!-f'|1|-'|r1i||-:;'| H e
ards ‘Hide From the Wind. Flee fram the
Flood,'” June 1, 2000, Infernet anling
Z hilm WW MOSaANeEwWs. o
bt e, [26 Juby 2000]
“Salvage af & Ulance.” WAAC Newsletter 19, no
2 [May 199 7): Foldoul inserf. Universify
Libraries [Yisaster Hesponse Action Team, [Dis-
aser |'-".":='.r'a-.+r'4=r.".'.'|==".'.- arrd Response Manwal
The Unktersing af Southern Mississippi, 1992,
ey, 199,
Willits, Bobert D, editor. "Poise Under Fire
[Dealing with Problem Situations and Manage-
" Z2nd ed, 1996

stariess sd.40

mail [_:'l_ll 1 |';|||-'.'|r__.]g'-"l_'ii.':~

Internet an-line, < htinp wwes jarl |
ms.us/ Poise/Poisetoc. hitm>, [16 July
2000

Ih"‘-lll'_\.l?!:"l'lr'l"ll Christine, "Enﬂﬂ Hll:rln: ans f'-:i::'-.::.n;_.r'
Predicted o be Active.™ Primary Sowrce 22,
no. 1 (Summer 2000); 33-34
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Atkins, Ace. Crossroad Blues: A Nick
Travers Mysterny. New York: St Martin's
Press, 1998. 226 pp. $21.95 hardcover,

Ace Atkins' hero, Nick Travers, is a
former New Orleans Saint turned music
histery professor and blues “tracker.”
After a televised on-field scuffle with the
coach, MNick left foothall, qot a doctorate
in Southern Studies from the University of
Mississippi, and began teaching al
His field of study is blues and
blues history., He finds that blues
research cannot be done in a straight line,
Rather, it requires a lot of nity-grithy cir-
cling around an answer — finding some-
ane who knows someone who used to
play with someone who might still be
alive somewhere and then locating them
and seeing if they are willing to answer
his questions. |t is a rough-and-tumble
world, and Travers has had his share of
run-ins with folks who did not want to
talk, and cops who did not want him te
work in their territory.  And that does not
even count dealing with musicians with a
criminal past whe may still be dangerous.

When another laculty member disap-
pears in the Mississippi Delta in the course
of doing some free-lance research on a
blues musician, Travers is asked to use his
knowledge of the area to help find him.
His search takes him behind the curain
surrounding the 1938 murder of real blues
legend Robert Johnson in Leflore County.
Mississippi. Johnson’s death occurred
near a crossroads near Greenwood, Missis-
sippi. hence the title of the book. The
actual murder has never been solved, but
Atkins provides a plausible explanation.

Travers' search takes him from his
tavorite Mew Orleans hangout, lolo's
Blues Bar, 1o the jukes of the Mississippi

Tulane.

Dalta t

but came alive well atter dark.

wat look farlorn and shabby by day,
In both
locales, he tinds danger lurking as he
seeks both his missing colleague and the
rumored unknown recordings made by
lohnson just before his death. He is
competing in this search with a thorough-
ly villainous music mobster who hopes to
find the recordings and use them tor his
own profit. Travers also finds himself up
against several old-timers who were
around at the time of Johnson's death
and hope to let the past stay hidden.

I'his is not a typical mystery in which
the good guys win and the evildoer is ulfi-
mately brought fo justice with all the loose
ends neatly tied. Some of the "good
quys” are victims of the greed surround-
ing the forgotten recordings; some of the
villains prove especially elusive. And the
recordings are siill out there samewhere
- ar are they!

The author is planning a trilogy for
Travers. Travers will become involved in
mysteries as he pursues his inferest in blues
“tfracking” aleng the so-called Blues High-
way between MNew Orleans and Chicago,
Crossroad Blues is a complicated, some-
times confusing tale, but the reader can
only hope Mick Travers reappears soon.

Louse Plodinec
Assistant Colfection Development Officer
Mississippi Stafe University Libraries

Black, Patti Carr. Arf in Mississipp
1720-1980), Jackson: University Press
of Mississippi, 1998, 359 pp. 560,00

hardcover.

For too long, during the twentieth cen
tury, indifference foward things "southern-

About Books

made,” like art, architecture and decora-
live arts, flourished among the supposed-
Iy scholarly community of the nation
Thanktully, art scholars appeared in the
last quarter of the last century who
believed differently. and now we are the
beneficiaries of their discoveries,

Among the first
South's treasures was Wallace Gusler of
the Colenial Williamsburg Foundation,

to research the

whose splendid study Furniture of
Williamsburg and Eastern Virginia 1710

790 [1979) ignited a healthy apprecia-
tion for early Virginia Tidewater-area tur
niture, and then for furniture of the other
[he Museum of Early
Southern Decorative Arts in Winston
Salem. MNarth Caralina, has broadened

SOUThernm I._'I':IE onies,

Cusler's focus by researching, collecting
exhibiting and sponsaring publications
whose scope is reflected in the museum’s
name.

The next notewarthy effort was the
exhibition and catalogue, Painting in the
South 1564. 1980, organized by the Vir
ginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmaond. in
1983

chroneclogical period from the earliest

lts fine authors each covered a

explorer = illustrators to mainstream mod-
ernists, well past World War 1. Coinci
dentally, a publication of larger signifi-
cance also appeared in 1983 with Art of
the Old South: Painting, Sculpture,
Architecture and the Products of Crafts-
men 1560- 1860 by Dr. Jessie Poesch
Poesch, now Professor Emeritus at
Tu
15 years traveling, gathering data and
preparing her manuscript, which is
exhaustive and objective but lovingly writ-
ten. It remains the standard.

About ten vears later, Abbeville Press
published Architeciure of the Old South

ane Universiy, may have spent 10 to
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by Mills Lane as a condensed compilation
of his individual southern state histories of
architecture published by the Beehive
Press, Savannah. Georgia. Although
Lane’s scope for the most parlt omits ver-
nacular structures in preference for high
style archifecture, his collective efforts are
valuable and long overdue.

All of the preceding is necessary in
order fo infroduce and place in its proper
perspective Art in Mississinpi 1720
1980 by Patti Carr Black., As with the
Painting in the Seuth exhibition cata-
logue and the book, Art of the Old
South, the broad historical periods
addressed are here; in fact, a longer over-
all time span - 260 years. With such
comprehensive approaches and vast fime
frames come the possibilities of omissions
and/or misinterpretations. On the other
nand, this time the focus is on just ane
southern state, a state whose literature
and music are known the world over, but
until now, not particularly its visual art,
Whatever the judament of hindsight twen-
hy vears from now, this volume is already
a superb accomplishment of a diligent
search to bring to light arwork which rep-
resents the multi-ethnic face of Mississippi
and the complex history and circum-
stances which have forged its artists and
artisans,  Within the dutiful historical sec-
tions which Black addresses, it is particu-
arly retreshing to see photographv,
stained glass, printmaking, silver, mixed
media and selt-taught or outsider art rep-
resented, along with the traditional media.

The text is highly informative, bal-
anced, and absorbing as opposed to “arl
wrifing” which is often pretentious, dense
and intimidating, Arf in Mississippi is
also handsomely designed with generous
calor plates. |1 is hoped that this valuable
work will be found in public libraries and
in libraries of all high schoaols in Mississip-
pi.  This reviewer has already adopted it
as the second texthook for the art histary

course, "A History of Southern Al and
Decarative Art,”

Tom Dewey 1]

Associate Prolessor,
ArtsArchitectural Histony
The University of Mississiopi

Brunner, R. Scott. Due South Wew
York: Random House, 1999, 151 pp.
$19.95 hardcover,

Due South combines the respect and
value of Southerners and their traditions
with warm and delightful humar. An
Alabama nafive, now living in Jackson,
r'“']i'-u:-vl'-:-*:-'[l[‘.-lx Scott Brunner understands
the importance of the southern family's
need for roots and relationships. Sharing
his countless childhood memaories, from
fishing with his grandfather ta eating his
grandmother's fried apple pies, Brunner
ofters unlorgettable essavs about southern
life, relationships, culture and language.
Thrc}ug|'|i]llr this collection af essavs,
Brunner offers informative explanations
for readers who live “outside the southern
regions.” He tacthully explains how the
southern disclaimer of “Bless your heart!”
displays a gracious manner for delivering
a cutting insult. He offers varicus reasons
how many southern fowns such as East-
aboga or Nitta Yuma derived their names
and pronunciations.

What southern child has not misinter-
Brunner
explains how the pronunciations of a

preted songs sung at church?

southern congregation, particularly a
country southern congregation, have con-
tused many a voung child. When “Andy
he walks with me, Andy ralks with me™ or
“Uladly the Cross-eved Bear™ are sung
with zest and vigor, what else is a child to
think? Humor is no stranger to Scat
Brunner, who is & commentator an Pub-
lic Hadio in Mississippi and Naticnal Pub-

lic Radio’s Al Things Considered. He
recognizes the value ot a good story as he
brings alive the importance of family lin
eage and roots. His array of humorous
stories s unfargettable.  His insight into
the details of everyday southern life is
wiser than his vears.

Due South is a well-written work aof
warm humor and insight. |t is recom
mended tor collections in every Mississip-
pi library. This book will appeal to true
Southerners and “would-be” Southerners
alike,

Donna Phelps Fite
Branch Librarian
urvis Public Library

Lamar County Librarny Sustern

Nordan, Lewis. Boy with Loaded Gun,
Chapel Hill, NC: Algonguin Books of
Chapel Hill, 2000. 290 pp. $23.95

hardeover.

Lewis Nordan’s most recent book
offering is an autobiography, his first non-
tiction work after seven books of fiction
Those familiar with his previous books.
such as Wolf Whistle and Music of the
Swamp, would expect Nordan's autohbi-
w o be written with his own pecu-

agran
liar world vision, and it is.

Nordan's works are at the same time
numorous and hideouws. The reader has a
strange fascination, at once amused and
stunned, with the human activities unfold-
ing. For example, the reader moves
through the humorous description of
iterns that young Nordan bought using
mail orders with his first earnings from
mowing lawns as a child. He graduated
from gifts for his parents to all manner of
things - secret decoder ring, fingerprint
kit, collapsible spyglass. itching powder,
palm buzzer, invisible ink, a ventrilo-
quist's dummy, a body-building ser, As




Page 95

an adult trying to analyze what he was
doing during this time. he decided he was
reaching for power to influence his warld,
because the last thing he ordered by mail
was a pistol, which he, with premedita-
tion, atternpted to fire through the kitchen
window at his steplather who sat at din-
Mner ;'I'I'-'Il'ﬂ'l"!'ll:".'._- ||:!' r"!l! {I_I"lL";."""i_":.l. :ll';.'
gun did not fire, and the next morning
MNordan threw it into the river.

Mordan's autobioggaphy is splashed
through with misspent energy — his own
and others,” One of the lunniest stories
from his youth is the story of television
coming to Itta Bena and the effect this
had on the social lifte of the town. and
then to his own house, While many of us
are old encugh to remember this event
trom our own lives, hardly any of us
wound up with a head wound, a concus
sion, and a week in bed as a result of tele-
vision entering our homes.  But saddest
fe.
M‘-lf.'lr:_|.'!:‘. I'IIE';,'ITI':..' l:_|_|1":| 1"::"' r|;-¢||_|:3r '..'L'irll |||I'_'

of all are the misspent energies of adu

nain of his alcohalism and infidelities.
Why, the reader wonders, did Nordan
confinually “shoot himselt in the foot,” so
to speak? Was it fruly because, as he
stated, somefimes he felt “dead?” Did he
need the pain to teel alive?

Definitely read ¢
recommend it 1o other readers, The book
Readers will

1e autobiography and

is not a “warm fuzzy.”
indeed find themselves remembering
hilarious episodes from Nordan's Missis-
sippi childhood to recount to friends,
much as we would recount humorous
things our own children have done, Bul
al quiet times, those same readers may
also remember the tragedies of their lives
and perhaps forgive their own toibles or
those of ofhers.

All public libraries in Mississippi will
want to add this book to their adult collec
tions, as Nordan is not only a native son
of Itta Bena, but has achieved an enviable
national standing as an authaor,
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Stella Wheat
Library Director

Lamar County Library System

Tighe, James. Foliowing the Waler,
Working the Land: Profies of Mississinpi
Dutdoorsmen. Brandon, MS: Quail
Ridge Press, 1999. 176 pp. $12.95
softcover.

Staries of Mississippians have heen
gathered here, from trappers, ship-
ouilders. and shrimpers to tarmers of cat
tle and catfish. Meet Bill Sanderson of
Verona, a world champion breeder who
fraces his Yellow Birdchens {one breed of
gamecocks) back 135 years, Meet John
Hudson, a Baptist minister who farms alli-
gators, in a chapter that discloses his min
istry as well as his respect and experience
with this unusueal creature

There are other men and a few
wamen 1o meet in these pages. Like old
iewelry, this baok shines with stories from
people who survived the Depression, who
ived throuagh the war, who love 1o work -
they know nothing else. | he characters
come from all over the state: from the
f'.n::l.’l":.. FIN T |'||:'r1'::||"|"'| arno I_:[_:'I_'II |.:|I:':1;,| ||_:TIT'
and, to the Mississippi coast and barrier
slands,

Headers who pick up this collection
might find valuable leads in genealogies,
with local histories covering commerce
and geography, down to the technical
and mechanical details for building ships
|E"|:| 'Ern::l"_'llli”':] COVOne. .I::":_Illll_' '..-'i_'r"-.i:_”l':. oar
pieces have appeared in previous publica-
tions, but the collection is highly recom-
mended and would be a wondertul qift for
a newcomer fo this state.

Siisan Hall
Associate Professor
Mississippi Sate University Librartes

Mississippi Libraries

DON’T
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Cleary, Brian P. Hain, Scan, Ordi
nary: What is an Adjective? lllustrated by
Jenya Prosmitsky. Minneapolis: Caraol
rhoda Books, Inc, 1999, 29 pp.

Just in time for back-to-school, this
“What is an

adjective?” in an amusing way.

book answers the question,
Twa car-
toon cals give rhyming examples of adjec
I he adjectives are printed in bright,
baold colors so they stand out as exam-

ves,

ples

It's sometimes difficult 1o find books in
this Dewey Decimal Systern classification
and when they come along, it's hest to
This pook is recom-
mended for purchase especially by ele-
mentary school libraries. as teachers

purchase them,

could use this to supplement the learning
Fublic
libraries would also want to purchase it for
parents who want to work with their chil-
dren on the English language

experience about adjectives,

Christian, Pegqy. If You Find a Hock
Photographs by Barbara Hirsch Lermnber,
San Diego: Harcourt, Inc, 2000. 29 pp.

This is an unusual book about rocks,
Do not expect pictures of sedimentary
rocks with a dull discussion of how that
rock came fo look the way it does or how
it carme fo rest in the place that it does,

I he photos in this book are of chil-
dren playing with rocks. The pictures are
so full of texture that the reader can
almost smell the outdoors, hear the poal
splash, and feel the coolness of lealy
glens,

The text, presented in a non-rhyming
form, is rich and complemenis the pho-
tos.  Consider this: "Or you might find a
big mossy rock by the side of a long,
steep frail. Then you have a resting rock,
and as you sit down you feel the cool
micss squush beneath yon”

Une should not purchase this book 1o
help with identification of rocks. But by
the time the reader has finished this book,
he/she will have been infroduced to skip-
ping rocks, chalk rocks, resting rocks,

L'-L-".-'~|"|il'|-:'; rocks, worry rocks and many,
It is recommended
lor purchase because of the quality of the

many maore Kinds

language and because of the fit between
the language and the photoaraphs,

Turner, Ann. Secrets from the Dol
house. Pictures by Raul Colon, New
York: HarperCollins, 2000, 29 pp.

Emma is a wooden doll who lives in a
Victorian dollhouse. She lives there with
her family — Papa, Mama, sister Drinda
and Baby sister, Also living in the dall-
house are Cook, Butler, and Buster, the
dog. It is a dull lite and Emma longs for
an adventure, such as going outside into
the real world, which she can see through
the window of Girl's room.  Girl is care
less one day and carries Emma outside
and leaves her. Emma loves the sway of
the frees, the snow, and the stars in the
night sky. Then Boy finds the family and
plays war, throwing them around unii
Cairl rescues her doll family, When Baby
sister is missing, the whole family is in an
uproar until Cat brings Baby home.
Emma decides at this point she really
does not want any more adventures.

This picture book has an attractive
appearance and Is beaulifully illustrated in
gold tones, The large illustrations on
each page would make the book easy 1o
share in circle time. The story is told in a
non-rhyming poem style, one 1o a page.
sa there is plenty of “white space.” It
would be a good addition to any picture
noak collection.

Snyder, Zilpha Keatley. Cib and the
Ciray Ghost, New York: Delacourt Press,
2000, 230 pp.

I he author has chosen her own
father's life on which to base this title and
it's predecessar, (/b Rides Home. The
author has previously produced Newhbery
Haonor books and ALA Notable books.

At the beginning of Gib and the Gray

Chost, set in the early 1900's, Gibson

Whittaker, an 11-vear old orphan, is
being brought back to the Thornton
ranch in Nebraska. As the story unfolds,
the reader learns that Gib had been a
“farmed-out” boy at the Thorntan ranch
the previous year when the foreman, Hy,
had broken a leg and needed help. Gib
had been returned to the orphanage
because of a misunderstanding with Mr.
Thornton, Now, Mr
and the remaining members of the

[hormion s dead

Thornton family want Gib back with them
because they had all liked him.

Gib 15 trving to find his place in this
world, He is very grateful to get away
from the arphanage and glad 1o get back
lo the Thorntons. He loves working with
Hy, the foreman, and with horses, with
which he seems to have a special under-
standing.
position in the family: is he still a

However, he is unsure of his

“farmed-out™ boy, or is he being taken
inta the family? They are sending him fo
school and he does sleep in the ranch
house, but no one has said anything
about adoption papers. Because of the
tentative nature of his relationship in the
tarmily, Gib also has a problem fitting in at
school

Dljr'll'll.] a blizzard a great gray horse
Gib calms
Weeks

later when the horse’s owner turns up,

wanders in out of the storm.
the horse and heals its wounds.

the owner is surprised to see the horse he
had previously thought unmanageable,
responding as a trained horse with Gib,
hrough his work with this horse, Gib
begins to find his way,

There are glimpses of the way of life
v 1900°s, and much that chil-
dren who love harses or ranch life would
It i= a story of an honest, hard

in the ear

Ejioy,
warking voungster who is seeking his
place in the world, hopetully as a member
of a family. Children should be able 0
sympathize with the main character.

It is recommended for juvenile collec-
tions tor children 8-12 vears of age.

Stella Wheat
Library Director
Lamar County Library System
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The Peggy May Scholarship Committee

announces

2nd Annual Silent Auction
Back by Popular Demand!

Please visit the Silent Auction tables located in the
Exhibit Area near the Hospitality Booth to bid on
a variety of desirable items you’ll fall in love with.

All proceeds from the Silent Auction will benefit the
Peggy May Scholarship fund, which is awarded annually to
a student enrolled in the School of Library and Information

Science at The University of Southern Mississippi.

Support a Scholar

To “Support a Scholar” please look tor the Peggy May Scholarship
table and make a donation to help a future Mississippi librarian. Each
donation of $2.00 will qualify you for a drawing for a MUST-HAVE
prize to be given away at the MLA Conference, October 20th.
The luckiest winner will be the scholarship recipient!
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Beaches, Blood,

and Ballots

A Black Doctor'’s Civil
Rights Strugele

By crither! & Mascw, 8T
with fammes Palterson Steith
A fromtline memoir from the
Rilowi physician who foughs
to bring civil rights justice 1o
the Mississippi Gulf Coast
527 cloth

3825 Ridgewood Road
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Three Lives for
Mississippi

i Wilizamn Bradiord Huie
Irlrodnction i

Warden [uther Kiup. v
|fferword dy fuan Wiliiams

An updated edition of the book

described by Martin Luther king, [r

iz “part of the arsenal decent
Amenicins can employ to make
demacracy for all truly a birthright
anid ned a distant dreeam,”

S1H paper

Three Lives For
Mississippi

WA 1AM FIRADIFCOELY HUIE

« Jackson, M3 39211

Aaron Henry
The Fire Fver

Rurrning

By Aarow Henry

with Constance Curm
Fritrodnction i

fobm Dittmer

The memeir of 4 learless
and underacknowledped
hlack leader who fought for

civil rights in Mississipp
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TO LEARN MDRE
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TITLES AND
OTHERS THAT WE
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IF S0,
JOIN OUR
LIBRARIANS'
E-MAIL LIST
BY E-MAILING
us AT
PRESS@IHL.
STATE.MS.US

Akso, visit aur
website at

httpe/fwww.upress.
state.ms.us

ORDERS: 1-800-737-7788
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